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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 

, Tenders from such persons as may be willing 

enders for 
Railway Material. *° S*PPIy—- 
vy 1. Steel rails and fishplates. 
2. Carriage and waggon axles (steel). 
3. Carriage and waggon tyres. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
Tenders are to be delivered at that office by 2 o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, 11th September, 1900, after which time no Tender will 
be received. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: ADMIRALTY. 


Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, the 
20th September, for the supply of embroidered 
Embroide badges and marks of distinction for seamen of 
Badges the fleet, in gold, worsted, and cotton. 

wer’ Forms of Tender, containing conditions of 
contract and all particulars, may be obtained on personal appli- 
cation at the Admiralty or at the Royal Victoria Yard, Deptford, 
or by letter addressed “ Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, 

London, S8.W.” 
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CANADA, 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Section of the Imperial Institute, from 


Enquiries : 
: the Curator of which Section further particulars 
Relating to Trade. may be obtained :-— 


Home Enquiries——A Manchester house asks to be placed in touch 
with Canadian producers of hardwood strips cut to lengths, spruce 
box boards and cypress veneers. 

An enquiry has been received for names of Canadian merchants 
prepared to take up and introduce wall papers through the 
Dominion. 

_ A firm possessing a considerable interest in wines and spirits 
would like to hear from reliable Canadian agents willing to repre- 
sent them in the various centres. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian manufacturer of steam curled 
hair, weaving and brush hair, &c., would like to hear from United 
Kingdom buyers of these goods in large quantities. Samples and 
prices to hand. 

An Ontario manufacturer of cloth boards cut to dimensions is 
prepared to fill orders. 

A Nova Scotia house dealing in large quantities of cream wishes 
to take up the export trade, and invites correspondence from 
buyers, 

A Toronto house offering good references is prepared to act as 
resident agent for the sale of Scotch whiskies, &c. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The following notice was published in the South Australian Official 
Gazette of 2nd August last. Tenders will be 


santee eo received at the Supply and Tender Board Office, 
Sedeaieed Adelaide, up till 3 o’clock p.m. of Wednesday, 


: : 7th November, 1900, for the supply, delivery, 

Wire Betting. stacking at the Public Stores, Port Adelaide. 
of 200 miles of galvanised wire netting, 36 inches wide, 1} inch 
mesh, 18 S.W.G., and 200 miles, 42 inches wide, 1} inch mesh, 
18 S.W.G., delivered in lots of not less than 100 miles of each size, 
and in rolls of 100 yards each ; each roll to have securely attached 
to it a metal label distinctly stamped “S. & T. B., Stores Account.” 
The whole of the netting to be subject to examination and approval 
by the inspecting engineer in England, or his inspector, who will 
have full power to reject any portion of the netting that he may 
deem inferior in either the quality of the metal or the manufacture. 
Salary and travelling expenses of the inspecting officer will be 
paid by the South Australian Government. The rate quoted to 
include all cost of testing, packing, patent rights or royalties, 


or 
or 
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carriage, freight, insurance, and all other charges incidental to the 
manufacture, carriage, and delivery, with the exception of Customs 
duty (if any), which will be paid by the South Australian 
Government. 

Cash payments will be made by the Agent-General in London 
to the extent of 75 per cent. of the value of netting shipped on 
the receipt of bills of lading, policy of insurance, and the usual 
shipping documents, accompanied by the inspecting engineer’s 
certificate that the netting has been delivered and stowed on board 
ship, such ship to be approved beforehand by the Agent-General. 
The remaining 25 per cent. will be paid in Adelaide or London, 
as requested, within 14 days after the certificate of the Engineer- 
in-Chief has been given that the netting has been delivered and 
stacked as directed, in good order and condition. The contractor 
will be held liable for any damage arising from any cause in 
transit up to the time of its delivery at the destination specified. 

Tenderers to state weiyht per mile of the netting they intend to 
supply, and the number of meshes per yard. 

Forms of Tender can be obtained at the above office, and from 
the Chief Storekeeper, Port Adelaide. 

Conditions of Tender, as above, can also be seen at the office of 
the Agent-General, London. No Tender will be recognised unless 
on the proper printed form. 

A time must be quoted for delivery of the whole quantity 
tendered for, the Supply and Tender Board to have the right of 
accepting a portion or the whole of any Tender. 

Tenders should be indorsed “Tender for galvanised wire 
netting.” 

The successful tenderer will be required, within seven days of 
date of notice of acceptance, to make a deposit equal to 5 per cent. 
of the total value of the accepted Tender as security for the due 
fulfilment of contract. 

Neither the lowest nor any Tender will necessarily be accepted. 


NETHERLANDS. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
H.M. Consul at Rotterdam, stating that 
at Dordreckt. enders are invited by the Vice-Admiral in 
command of the Royal Naval establishments at 
Helvoetsluys, not later than the 13th instant, for the delivery at 
Dordrecht (Government wharf) of about 1,000 tons English coal 
(Cardiff). 
Full particulars are obtainable at the Government Offices at 
Helvoetsluys for the sum of 4d. 
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PORTUGAL. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 27th ult. contains an announcement 
Coal for that up to 1 o'clock on the 20th inst., in the 
State Railwa Secretariat of the Administrative Council of the 
¥§ State railways (Building of the Ministry of 
Public Works), Tenders will be received for the supply of 3,500 
tons of coal for the railways of the South and South-west, and 
3,000 tons for the railways of the Minho and Douro. 
The “ Gazette” containing the above announcement may be seen 
at the office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 


10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette ” of _— — contains a Royal Order calling 
: , upon the Andalusian Railway Company, the 
Railway Station of the line Real to 
for Cadiz. Cadiz, to build a new station at Cadiz, Railway 
material imported from abroad is subject to special duties, as noted 
at p. 434 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 22nd February last. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 31st ult. contains a notice calling for 

. Tenders up to 29th inst., for the furnishing 

Iron for Valencia oF metallic materials for the railway lines which 

Port Works. form part of the project of the Port of Valencia, 

according to Sheet No. 3 of the Conditions and its respective plans, 
which may be seen in the Secretariat of the Port Works. 


The same “‘ Gazette” contains a notice calling for Tenders to be 
presented up to 15th inst., for the supply of 

Paper for 11,628 reams of paper of various kinds for 
Government use. ermment use, to be delivered one-third in 
each year for the next three years, at upset prices, which make 
the annual total equal to 46,600°50 pesestas, or £1,436. 


The “Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen at 
the office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ITALY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 

from H.M. Consul at Naples, stating that 

Tenders for Tenders are invited by the Italian Government 
Naval Stores. >» the following naval stores :— 
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1. Files and rasps; Tenders to be received by the 10th 
September. 

2. Bunting for flags; Tenders to be received by the 11th 
September. 

3. Cotton-thread and yarn ; Tenders to be received by the 14th 
September. 

4, Block and sheet tin; Tenders to be received by the 6th 
September. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m, and 5 p.m. 


H.M. Consul at Rome states, in his recent report to the Foreign 
Machine Office, that it is possible that in consequence of 
ke _ Italy’s industrial development a certain class of 
arr British imports will undergo a falling off; but 
it can be safely stated that the deficiency in one class of goods will 
be counterbalanced by the increase in another. Coal and machinery 
might be taken as instances of this. Italy will undoubtedly 
import less coal from Great Britain every year, as it is largely 
utilising as motive power its numerous waterfalls spread over an 
extensive area, chiefly in Northern Italy; but costly machinery is 
required for the purpose, and the United Kingdom is asked to 
supply it. 

The Consul further says: “I hope that the few notes embodied 
in this report will encourage British traders and manufacturers to 
push forward their interests in this country in the same way as 
other nations, whose keen exertions to monopolise the Italian 
market will ultimately prove detrimental to our foreign trade. It 
should be kept in view that Italy’s total imports from abroad 
amount every year to something like 50,000,0001., of which over 
10,000,000/. represent Italian purchases in the United Kingdom.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,519.) 


H.M. Consul at Rome, in the same report, writes as follows :— 
. “A few genuine English shops dealing in 
— ye hosiery, drapery, saddlery, and a few London 
oods,— Motors. tailors and dressmakers would, in my opinion, 
prosper in Rome. 


“The trade between the United Kingdom and Rome might be 
improved by more frequent visits of British commercial travellers. 
The place swarms with the commercial representatives of other 
nations. 

“The trade in raw and manufactured india-rubber articles is 
practically in the hands of one firm, and I advise some establish- 
ments in the United Kingdom to send a properly qualified person 
in order to ascertain what opening there would be for English 
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wholesale and retail firms dealing in that article. The india- 
rubber trade is increasing daily owing to larger demands, and the 
prices are very high, there being scarcely any competition. 

“The whizzing noise and the trumpeting which is now heard in 
the streets of Rome betoken the existence of a new industry. I 
find that the motor-cars in use up to the present are of Continental 
manufacture, and the fittings and accessories of the machines, 
which at this early stage are easily damaged, are imported from 
abroad, but not from the United Kingdom. It would be expedient 
for motor-car manufacturers and dealers to try to open a market 
here. I am confident that the superiority of the British machine 
would secure patronage.” 

As a rule, the majority of the best articles in general use pur- 
chased by visitors and residents are marked “ English,” but ver 
few are really of British origin, and the purchasers probably find 
this out when it is too late. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,519.) 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty's Consul at Naples, stating 
Paint that Tenders are invited by the Naval Ad- 
, ministration in that city, not later than the 
11th inst., for the supply of paint. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 

Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


It is reported in the “ Journal of Commerce ” (New York) of the 

‘ 14th ult., that preparations are being made at 
Trieste, for the construction of a floating 
rm dock, with engineering workshops attached. 
Both undertakings are to cost one and a-half million florins. 
Specifications for the requirements of the engineering works, 
which naturally include a large quantity of machinery, tools and 
other manufactured articles, will be ready about the middle of 
October next. 


NICARAGUA. 
According to the “ Journal of Commerce” (New York) of 17th ult., 
Building the fire which recently occurred at Bluefields, 
Material. &c Nicaragua, destroyed property valued at more 
mu” than 36,0001. Among the property lost was 
the warehouse owned by Samuel Weil & Co., of New Orleans, La., 
the stone wharf and lumber mill owned by J. A. Belanger, and 
the Metropolitan Hotel. All this property will have to be recon- 


ct 
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structed, creating a demand for building material. The fact that 
this fire could not be checked on account of there not being any 
fire department, will, it is said, be the cause of the munici- 
pality entering into negotiations for modern fire appliances and 
machinery. 


BRAZIL. 

The Société Anonyme du Gaz de Rio de Janeiro, a Belgian 
— company, with offices at Rio de Janeiro, has, 
New York “Journal of Commerce” 
; of 18th ult., secured an extension of its privilege 
for lighting that city by gas to the year 1940 and by electricity to 
1915. The distribution of electric current is to be subterranean, 
and the system of lighting to be by are lamps. A good deal of 
new machinery and equipment are to be added to existing plants 

for the purpose. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders for from H.M. Acting Consul at Pernambuco, 
Public Works stating that Tenders are invited by the Federal 
* Government, not later than the 30th November, 
for the construction of Works for loading, unloading, depositing, 
and warehousing of goods in the Port of Recife. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


CHILE—PATAGONIA. 
In a recent report of the Commercial Expert attached to the 
Several Openings German Consulate-General in Buenos Ayres, on 
for Trad 88 the subject of the commercial development of 
mien the littoral of Patagonia, several varieties of 
goods are mentioned for which the above named district is said to 
offer a promising market. In particular the attention of exporters 
is called to the enormous consumption of iron wire, which is used for 
fencing the estancias. As the sheep rearing industry in Patagonia 
grows, and larger tracts of land are devoted to it, the use of iron 
wire must increase, and even at the present time quantities of this 
article are included in almost every shipment to the district. 
Some estancieros, besides the ordinary fencing, consisting of five 
or six rows of ordinary wire and one of barbed wire, also use as a 
protection against inroads of the guanacos, an additional line of 
thick wire rope. 
Another important article is corrugated iron, which is used 
— exclusively for roofing in Patagonia, and frequently also for 
walling. 
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At present there does not appear to be any demand for wind 
turbines for water pumping, as there are numerous streams in the 
country which differs greatly in this respect from the pampas 
plains further north. As the whole country, with the exception of 
the Chubut district is devoted only to cattle breeding, there is no 
great demand for agricultural,implements, but light wooden wheel- 
barrows would find a sale. Iron bands and covering cloths for 
bales of wool are also used. 

Various specifics against the sheep scab (‘‘sarna”) are also 
imported, sheep dips consisting of tobacco extracts coming 
principally from France and Italy. Many of these specifics, 
which are known as anti-sarnicos are made in the country, but the 
quantity used must be very large as it is usual to dip each sheep 
in a solution of this kind at least twice a year. 

Owing to climatic conditions fuel and heating materials form 
an item of considerable commercial importance. Cardiff coal 
for household purposes cost in Gallegos and Santa Cruz 50 to 60 
pesos paper (say 5/.) per ton last winter. There should be a good 
opening for heating stoves, which should be readily transportable. 
The Americans are already endeavouring to capture this trade. 

The extreme south of America also offers a ready market for the 
sale of preserved meat and vegetables. Mutton is the staple food, 
poultry is very dear and it is very difficult to grow vegetables in 
the climate so that it is usual to fall back upon preserved foods for 
a change of diet, and this trade should be capable of considerable 
expansion. Occasional consignments of potatoes that would keep 
ought to find a remunerative sale. 

It is of great importance owing to conditions of transport that 
all goods sent to Patagonia should be securely packed. 


« 
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AGRICULTURAL RETURNS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 1900. 


The following preliminary statement of the Agricultural Returns 
of Great Britain for 1900, compiled from the returns collected on 
the 4th June last, and with comparisons with the previous year, has 
been recently issued by the Board of Agriculture :— 


Crops and Live Stock. | 1900, 1899, Increase. Decrease. 
| 
Per Per 
Acres. Acres. Acres, |Cent.| Acres. |Cent, 
Wheat 1,845,042 | 2,000,981 | 155,939 | 7°8 
Bariey 1,990,265 | 1,982,108 8,157 | eee 
Oats... | 3,026,083 | 2,959,755 || 66,333 | 2°2 
Potatoes... ae see 561,361 547,682 || 18,679 | 25 = 
Clover & rotation grasses— 
Forhay... 2,201,781 | 2,214,888 13,102 | 06 
Not forhay ... 2,557,377 | 2,593,068 | 35,691 | 1°4 
Total 4. | 4,769,158 | 4,807,951 48,793 | 1:0 
Permanent pasture— | 
For hay ... ew «| 4,378,099 | 4,339,085 || 34,014 | 08 eee 
Not forhay ... ... | 12,365,936 |12,291,662 || 64,274 | 0-5 : 
Total «| 16,729,085 |16,630,747 || 98,288 | 0°6 
| 
Hops we ose eee | 51,308 51,8413 535 | 1:0 
| No. No. 
Cows and heifers in milk | 
or in calf _ ... | 2,620,901 | 2,671,260 50,359 | 1:9 
Other cattle— 
2 years and above | 1,872,532 | 1,841,310 || 31,222 | 23 
l yearand under2_.... |_ 1,460,808 | 1,388,511 || 72,297 | 5:2 
Under 1 year ... ... | 1,350,929 | 1,394,639 — ee. | 43,710 | 3-1 
Total of cattle ...| 6,805,170 | 6,795,720 9,450 | O-1 
Ewes kept for breeding ...| 10,350,326 |10,460,837 110,511 | 11 
Other sheep— 
1 year and above «| 5,963,869 | 6,040,600 see oes | 76,781 | 18 
Under year ... ... | 10,278,031 10,737,317 |459,286 | 4:3 
Total of sheep 26,592,226 646,528 | 
, Sows kept for breeding ... 332,521 375,911 43,390 | 11°5 
Other pigs... see ese | 2,049,411 | 2,247,902 198,491 | 88 
Total of pigs 2,381,932 | 2,623,813 a 241,881 | 9:2 
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THE NEW GERMAN CURRENCY LAW. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a report by H.M. Consul-General at Berlin, on the Law of 
1st June last, relative to changes in the German currency. 

The report states that the Law concerning changes in the cur- 
rency was laid before the Imperial Diet by the Imperial Govern- 
ment, and carried by a large majority with a few alterations, 
which, with one exception, are of small importance. 

It was promulgated on the 1st June, 1900. 

A translation of the principal points will be found in 
Appendix (A). 

The measure provides— 

1. For the withdrawal from circulation of certain coins. 

2. For the increase of Imperial silver coins on a large scale, 
which, however, will be balanced by a corresponding withdrawal 
of territorial, non-Imperial silver thalers. 

3. For the adoption of the kilogramme and its sub-divisions for 
currency purposes. 

As one of the effects of the Bill will be to gradually abolish 
in Germany the so-called “limping standard” (‘“ Hinkende 
Waehrung”), a brief reference to the German currency policy 
must be made. 

‘The German monefary system is based upon the Currency Law 
(‘“‘Muenzgesetz”) of the 9th July, 1873, and supplementary 
measures at various dates. By the Law of 1873 the German 
Empire adopted the gold standard. Good progress in this direction 
was made for several years; but owing to the heavy fall in the 
price of silver, gold could only be purchased at great loss, and the 
sales of silver were suspended by the Government in 1879 with 
the sanction of the Imperial Diet. 

Thus a large amount of silver thalers (1 thaler = 3 marks, or 
2s. 11d.) remained in circulation which, under the Law of 1873, 
retained full discharging power the same as gold, i.e., the thalers 

_were legal tender to any amount. The stock of thalers was some- 

what reduced in subsequent years, but at the end of 1899, 
according to an official estimate, there were still 120,000,000 
thalers left, equal to 360,000,000 marks. Therefore, although 
nominally the gold standard existed in Germany, a large amount 
of silver money enjoyed perfect equality with gold, and the 
standard was a limping one. When the sales of thalers were sus- 
pended in 1879 on account of the depreciation of silver, it was 
hoped that silver would recover, but the depreciation of this metal 
has continued ever since, and enormous loss would have resulted 
from selling the thalers; for while their face value is 2s. 11d., | 
their market value is about 1s. 4d. at a silver price of 27d. per oz. 
standard. 

The new Law provides for the abolition of the limping standard 
without any such loss by converting the thalers, which are legal 
tender to any amount, into Imperial silver money, which is legal 
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tender up to 20 marks (1/.) only. This leaves the total amount of 
silver money practically unchanged, with this important difference, 
however, that when the last thaler has been recoined there will be 
no more silver money left which is legal tender to any amount. 
The whole of the silver money circulating in the Empire will then 
be “ Scheidemuenze ” (legal tender to 11.). 

Articles 1, 2, and 3 of the new measure order the withdrawal 
from circulation of the 5-mark gold coins, the 20 pfennig silver, 
and the 20 pfennig nickel coins respectively at various dates. 

Very few 5-mark gold pieces circulate at present. From the 
very beginning this size did not find favour with the public, and 
more than four-fifths of the whole issue of 28,000,000 marks have 
found their way back to the Imperial Bank. Since 1881 the bank 
kept back all pieces returned, and the greater part of the issue has 
been. recoined already. 

These coins will be redeemable by the bank within a year after 
the order of withdrawal bas been issued. It was issued by the 
Federal Council on the 13th June, to come into force on the Ist 
October, 1900. 

Twenty-pfennig silver pieces were coined to the amount of 35°7 
million marks in all to replace similar values rendered obsolete by 
the creation of Imperial German money. This coin, resembling 
an English 3d. piece, was not liked; large amounts were returned 
to the Imperial Bank, and up to 1898 recoined to the amount of 
21,000,000 marks. There is no demand for this size, and the loss 
from wear and tear is considerable (about 4 per cent.). It is estimated 
that these coins circulate to the value of some 6,000,000 marks, 
more especially in South Germany. A large issue of the very 
popular 10-pfennig pieces (nickel) is contemplated to replace the 
20-pfennig silver as well as nickel pieces. 

Twenty-pfennig nickel pieces were first coined in 1886, when a 
substitute was wanted for the 20-pfennig silver coins. The new 
pieces, however, were not found acceptable either and only 
5,000,000 marks worth were coined at all. The 20-pfennig 
nickel piece is of nearly the same size as the silver mark, and 
complaints were frequent that the resemblance gave rise to 
confusion. 

The orders for the’ withdrawal of the 20-pfennig silver and 
nickel pieces are not to be given before the 1st January, 1902 
and 1903 respectively, the period of redemption extending in 
either case over a year. 

After the 20-pfennig pieces are withdrawn, there will be no more 
intermediate coins between the 10-pfennig nickel and the 50-pfennig 
silver pieces. It was proposed in the Imperial Diet to introduce 
a 25-pfennig coin (3d.), but it was found that the same objections 
held good against 25-pfennig silver or nickel coins as against 
20-pfennig coins. There does not seem to be any demand for an 
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intermediate size between 10-pfennig and 50-pfennig coins. It is 
the same as in England, where one-penny and six-penny pieces are 
sufficient for all requirements, and the silver three-penny piece is 
unpopular. 

Article 4 of the new Law fixes the maximum limit for the issue 
of Imperial silver coins at 15 marks per head of the population of 
the Empire. The silver required for the fresh coinings is to be 
provided by melting down thalers, and to bring the Imperial silver 
money up to 15 marks per head of the population the entire stock 
of thalers will have to be used. 

The Law of 1873 fixed the amount of Imperial silver money, 
excluding the non-Imperial silver thalers, which retained their 
character as full legal tender to any amount, provisionally at 
10 marks per head of the population. The Law of 1873 marked a 
perfectly new departure in German currency politics, and for this 
reason it was hardly possible then to accurately gauge the exact 
amount of “‘ Scheidemuenze ” required. After more than 25 years 
experience a more reliable estimate is possible now, and by fixing 
the amount at 14 marks (Government proposal) and 15 marks 
(introduced by the Imperial Diet) per head, figures were chosen 
which in the former instance were slightly below, in the latter 
slightly above what statistics prove to be actually required. 

It will be observed that the issue of silver money in Germany is 
fixed by law, whereas in the United Kingdom and in the United 
States of America it is left to the discretion of the Government. 

The United States with its highly developed system of payment 
by cheque requires about 13s. in silver per head of the population. 
The amount of 10s. per head may therefore, d priori, be held to be 
totally inadequate for Germany, and this is borne out by the tables 
published by the Government. These show an ever-increasing 
absorption of Imperial silver coins by the public to such an extent 
that, notwithstanding very large issues of such money in recent 
years, the stocks held by the Reichsbank proved again and again 
insufficient to meet the demand. It must be borne in mind that 
the Reichsbank has some 280 offices all over the country, where 
silver may be asked for in exchange for gold and vice versi. Asa 
matter of fact, the demand for Imperial silver money has on 
frequent occasions lately been far in excess of what the bank could 
provide. The thalers are for all practical purposes ‘‘ Scheide- 
muenze” exactly as the Imperial silver coins, but they cannot be 
considered a substitute for the latter, more especially for 2-mark 
and 5-mark silver pieces, of which there is, and has been, a great 
dearth for some time. The Imperial Bank has spared no effort to 
force its large stock of thalers into circulation, but they have 
invariably come back within a very short time. The Government 
therefrom conclude that the public will not have thalers, a statement 
which has met with considerable opposition on the part of 
bimetallists in the Imperial Diet. 
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According to Government statistics the Reichsbank held of 
Imperial silver coins in 1899 (average for the year) :— 

11 per cent. of all 1-mark pieces ; 

12 per cent. of all 2-mark pieces ; 

10 per cent. of all 5-mark pieces ; 
while fully 45 per cent. of the thalers were in the Reichsbank, 
which could not be utilised to meet the demand for other kinds of 
silver money. 

The statement made by the Government that thalers are not 
liked by the public probably goes too far, the same as the assertion 
made by the champions of the thalers that they are universally 
given the preference over the Imperial 2-mark and 5-mark pieces, 
more especially the latter. } 

To arrive at the real state of things, a comparison is wanted 
between the amount of thalers, 2-mark and 5-mark silver pieces in 
circulation. ‘These figures were not given by the Government. 
It was, however, stated that on the 30th December, 1899, there 
was in the Reichsbank thalers to the amount of 164,000,000 
marks, 22-mark silver pieces to the amount of 14°7 million marks, 
5-mark silver pieces to the amount of 8°9 million marks. 

Taking these figures to represent 12 and 10 per cent. respec- 
tively of the total amounts of 2 and 5-mark silver pieces (see 
above) the total figures work out as :— 

About 121,000,000 marks in 2-mark pieces, and about 
90,000,000 marks in 5-mark pieces. 

However incorrect these figures may be, they clearly show that 
the total stock of thalers, amounting to 360,000,000 marks, is 
utterly out of proportion to some 120,000,000 marks 2-mark and 
some 90,000,000 marks 5-mark pieces, and that an average 
circulation of 180,000,000-200,000,000 marks in thalers cannot 
be held to prove a general dislike for this size. It would probably 
be nearer the truth to say that there is a certain and not at all 
inconsiderable, but at the same time a limited demand for thalers 
or for the matter of that, for 3-mark pieces, the same as for 2-mark 
and 5-mark silver pieces. The supporters of the pure gold standard 
welcome the withdrawal of the thalers, because thus the limping 
standard is converted into a gold standard; but apart from this 
motive—why should there not be a 3-mark piece besides the 
2-mark and the 5-mark silver pieces, which would, of course, be 
an Imperial silver coin, and legal tender up to 20 marks only ? 

The increasing demand for silver money is further proved by 
the fact that between 1894 and 1899 the public absorbed Imperial 
silver money to the amount of over 70,000,000 marks. During 
the same time the stock held by the Imperial Bank continued 
sinking, in spite of fresh issues amounting to over 50,000,000 
marks Imperial silver money. 


or 
a 
bo 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Sept, 6, 1900, 


The New German Currency Law. 


- According to the lowest computation the Reichsbank requires a 
permanent stock of at least 180,000,000 marks Imperial silver 
money. Public offices and private banks are put down for some 
28,000,000. The amount actually circulating works out as 10-6 
marks per head. The stocks required by the Imperial Bank and 
other banks, &c., represent another 3°8 marks per head. ‘The total 
amount required must therefore be put down at 14:4 marks 
Imperial silver money per head of the population of the Empire. 

The coining or recoining of the new issues of Imperial silver 
money is to be spread over a period of about 12 years, and the 
yearly coinings are limited to 30,000,000 marks on the outside. 
It is not contemplated to exceed this figure in order not to 
interfere with the regular business of the mints. 

Article 5 authorises the Federal Council to issue 2 and 5-mark 
silver coins with special coinage in commemoration of memorable 
events. 

The sixth and last Article adopts the kilogramme as weight for 
monetary purposes. [or political reasons which have since 
disappeared this was not done in 1873. Up till nowthe Zollpfund 
(pound of 500 grammes) was the standard weight for money. It 
was divided for monetary purposes, and for these only in 1,000 
parts. By a very simple operation the old Zollpfund weights can 
be converted into kilogrammes and parts thereof. 

1 Zollpfund = 500 grammes or 0°5 kilogrammes. 

1-1000 Zollpfund = } gramme or 0°5 grammes. 

(1 kilogramme = 1,000 grammes). 


Appendix A. 


The following is a translation of the principal provisions of the 
above law :— 

Article 1.—Article 2 of the Currency Law, of the 9th July, 1873, 
is hereby repealed. . 

The 5-mark Imperial gold coins are to be called in according to 
the Order of the Federal Council, and with a period of redemption 
of one year. 

Article 2.—In Article 5, No. 1, of the above-mentioned Law, the 
words “and 20-pfennig pieces,” further in Article 3, § 1, first 
section, the words “and in 500 20-pfennig pieces,” and also in 
Article 3, § 1, third section, the words ‘‘ with the exception of the 
20-pfennig pieces,” are cancelled. 

The 20-pfennig silver pieces are to be called in. The 
stipulations of Article 1, section 2, of this Law apply with the 
modification that the order for the withdrawal from circulation 
must not be given before the Ist January, 1902. 

Article 3.—The Law concerning the coining of a nickel coin of 
20 pfennigs of the 1st April, 1886, is hereby repealed. 
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The 20-pfennig nickel pieces are to be called in. The stipula- 
tions of Article 1, section 2, of this law apply with the modification 
that the order for the withdrawal from circulation must not be 
given before the lst January, 1903. 

Article 4.—Article 4 of the Currency Law of the 9th July, 1873, 
is substituted by the following clause :— 

“The total amount of Imperial silver coins must not for the 
present exceed 15 marks per head of the population of the 
Empire.” 

For the purpose of coining these new pieces, territorial silver 
coins (non-Imperial coins) are to be called in as far as may be 
required for fresh coinings and to cover the cost of recoining. 

Article 5,—The following addition is made to Article 3, § 2, of 
the aforementioned Law as section 2 :— 

“The Federal Council is authorised to issue 5-mark and 2-mark 
pieces as medals with different coinage.” 

Article 6.—Article 8 of the Weights and Measures Act of the 
17th August, 1868, is hereby repealed, 
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The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office copies 
of reports from the British Vice-Consul at Tunis and the Acting 
British Consul-General at Algiers, with reference to the diminished 
supplies of esparto grass. The Vice-Consul in Tunis writes :— 

“The extremely low price paid for esparto grass in England 
renders it almost impossible for the Arabs to pluck and bring 
down the esparto from the mountains to the coast at any profit to 
themselves. The present price in England is, I believe, 3/. per ton, 
whereas several years ago 12/. was paid per ton, When the barley 
harvest is good it is much more profitable to the Arabs to work 
in the barley fields than to gather esparto, which grows on the 
mountains at some distance from the coast, and the transport of 
which swallows up nearly all the profits resulting from its sale on 
delivery on the coast. Even when the esparto has been gathered, 
and the harvest is over (generally in September), it often happens 
that the Arabs prefer to leave their crop in the mountains sooner 
than incur the risk of losing money in the transaction. 

“There have been no political troubles in the esparto district, 
and the military situation in no way affects the supply of grass 
from the esparto district.” 

The Acting British Consul-General in Algiers writes :— 

“The esparto business in Algeria is largely confined to two 
areas—the Philippeville and Bougie district and the Department 
of Oran. The reasons which dictate the poverty of the esparto 
crop this year are different in the two areas. 

“To deal first with the Bougie and Philippeville district, I 
would ascribe the failure of the harvest chiefly to the difficulty of 
getting labour to pluck the grass on account of the barley harvest. 
This should be taken in connection with the great fall in the 
market price of esparto grass during the last 15 years. The 
following considerations of price will prove the justice of this 
conclusion :— 

“ The sum at present paid for the grass delivered free on board 
is 5°75 francs to 6 francs per 100 kilogrammes—about half what 
it formerly was. The vendor is, therefore, obviously unable to pay 
what he formerly paid for plucking. At the present moment 
wages for plucking and tying up into small bundles are 1°50 
francs to 2°50 per diem, according to the position of the fields, 
which means a starvation wage of about one franc a day to the 
labourer. In years like the present, when the barley harvest is 
good and good wages obtainable, it is impossible to obtain labour 
in the alfa fields at this price. It is however probable that, 
should British merchants be willing to pay one franc per 100 
kilogrammes dearer, the dealers in the Philippeville and Bougie 
district would be enabled this year to provide 10,000 tons of 

S. 
“ There are, moreover, two points to which attention should, I 
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think, be called, especially in connection with the esparto- 
producing area now under consideration. 

“The first of these is the exhaustion of the fields due to con- 
tinuous plucking, which necessitates more distant centres being 
worked, with consequent increase in the expenses of transport. 

“The second point affects the mode of delivery. It is at 
present the custom for British merchants to require delivery to be 
effected in the United Kingdom, payment to be according to 
weight and quality as found there. The absence of regular 
communication with the United Kingdom makes this often a 
matter of considerable difficulty, besides the fact that the Algerian 
vendors, who are generally in a small way of business, and cannot 
afford the expense of an agent in the United Kingdom to represent 
them, are compelled to employ a broker at the port of discharge to 
superintend the weighing out of the cargo—an inconvenient and 
unsatisfactory arrangement. 

‘** English buyers are, therefore, strongly recommended to have 
an agent to represent them at the port of loading who would, for a 
small commission, look after their interests and make all necessary 
arrangements. 

“With reference to the second area to which I have alluded, 
namely the Oran district, the paucity in the esparto harvest 
should, I think, be ascribed chiefly to the political troubles and 
military situation in Southern Algeria. The excellence of the 
barley crop may also have produced a certain effect. 

“To ensure transport arrangements for the forces en route 
for Igli, many of the up-country tribes were requisitioned by the 
military authorities, and were, therefore, unavailable for the alfa 
harvest. 

“ Moreover, a very large number of transport camels died in the 
course of the expeditions and diminished to a considerable extent 
the means of carriage. It is, however, to be hoped that, should no 
further military movements take place this autumn the military 
authorities will see their way to granting further permissions for 
the plucking of the grass, and that towards the end of the season 
(November) larger supplies may be forthcoming. 

“Tt is further worthy of mention that competition among 
buyers in Oran is very keen this year, and, as nearly all of them 
are engaged for forward delivery, some are paying up-country a 
higher price for grass than the market value in England warrants. 
Supposing this to continue, the Arab labourers will earn the 
money they require by making less grass, and it is difficult, if 
not impossible, to get them to work longer than suffices for them 
to earn the amount which they are in need of, and for which they 
have come to work.” 
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AFRICA. 


A Report has recently been issued by the Foreign Office (Africa, 
No. 6, 1900), in which Sir H. H. Johnston, H.M. Special Com- 
missioner for the Protectorate of Uganda, writes at length on the 
products and resources of that district. The following information 
is based on the above Report :— 

Agriculture.—About two-thirds of the area of the Protectorate is 
endowed with a singularly fertile soil. It is difficult to say what 
wealth of agricultural products might issue from these parts if 
they were cultivated by an industrious Asiatic race. At present, 
in agriculture, the races of the Uganda Protectorate, except in the 
far north towards the Nile, are singularly backward, even for 
Africans. In most of the exceptionally fertile countries the 
principal food of the natives—the great encouragement to the 
useless lives they lead—is the banana. This remarkable plant 
requires scarcely any labour in these countries for its maintenance 
as a standing source of food supply. It propagates itself by 
throwing up shoot after shoot from the underground rhizome, 
which, as it were, grows horizontally, as do many of the allied 
plants of the same order Zingiberacew) and most orchids. From 
one of these rhizomes you may break off an incipient shoot and 
replant it. This shoot rapidly develops into a fine tall tree, and 
bears one or more bunches of fruit. Whilst this tree is flourishing 
above ground it is expanding horizontally below ground and 
forming a- succession of fresh shoots. Each shoot grows up in 
turn, produces fruit, and eventually dies. Left to themselves, 
however, bananas seem to go on growing, shooting, dying, and 
sprouting up again eternally. Beyond the original labour of 
stocking a new banana plantation with fresh shoots the native has 
little further to do but to gather the fruit as it ripens. Ordinarily, 
however, the plantains or bananas are gathered in an unripe state and 
eaten cooked. From the ripe fruit a sweet beer is made. The 
leaves and stem of the banana and its watery sap also have their 
uses. 

In the exceptionally dry season of 1899 the bananas languished, 
and in some districts died. ‘The people had no other food crop of 
. importance to depend on, and, being poorly supplied with domestic 
animals, undoubtedly felt the pinch of hunger severely. Had 
they planted grain crops of all kinds, which do not require so 

reat an amount of moisture as the banana, they would have been 
able to fall back on these as a second source of food supply. 

Except, perhaps, wheat, oats, and barley, almost any grain grows 
luxuriantly in the lower lying parts of the Uganda Protectorate, 
while wheat, barley, and oats, as far as can be judged from ex- 
periments, thrive on the uplands and in the drier districts to the 
north of Lake Rudolf. With all these swampy valleys which 
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intersect their hills, the Baganda have not been a great rice-growing 
people, but now in the vicinity of Kampala and Entebbe, all the 
swamps and watery valleys are being turned into rice plantations. 

In the north-eastern and northern parts of the Protectorate, 
between the Nile and Lake Rudolf, ground nuts are grown in 
large quantities. 

The potato is now being largely cultivated by the Baganda for 
sale to Europeans. It thrives splendidly in this country, as do its 
valuable relations the tomato, the brinjall, and the tobacco plant. 
Uganda tobacco is of excellent quality, and it is believed that, 
from experiments which have been made at Kampala, it would 
prove a superior leaf for cigar wrappers. 

Coffee grows wild over all the more hilly districts of the Uganda 
Protectorate. When properly prepared it has a delicious flavour, 
and is quite fit to be put on the market as gathered from the 
wild bushes. Coffee yields the most encouraging results under 
cultivation. Mr. Whyte, Director of the Scientific and Agri- 
cultural Department, is of opinion that the Kingdom of Uganda 
and the adjoining districts of Busoga, Unyoro, and Toru, are 
destined to be great coffee-producing countries. The soil, the 
water supply, and the abundance of shade from forest, offer condi- 
tions and advantages rarely present in equal force. Local labour 
is almost as cheap as in British Central Africa ; but, of course, to 
make coffee-growing possible as a commercial enterprise, the rail- 
way must be completed to the Lake, and steamers on the Lake 
must gather up the coffee crops for transport to railhead and thence 
to Mombasa. Given the railway and the steamers, and no other 
part of tropical Africa could probably compete with Uganda as a 
coffee country. 

Cotton grows wild, or half wild, in many places, and is to some 
extent cultivated in the Nile Province, chiefly on the sites of Emin 
Pasha’s former settlements. It is of good quality and long staple, 
but, except for local purposes, it is not worth consideration, as it 
would probably never pay to export it over the railway to the 
coast. 

The castor-oil plant grows abundantly, and the oil, which is very 
easily obtained by crushing, is very useful for lubricating pur- 
poses. 


there in Uganda, but not so abundantly as in British Central 
Africa, 


(To be continued.) 


Sesamum seeds ‘yield good oil. They are met with here and: 
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STATES. 


The British Commercial Agent in Chicago, in a report just 
received at the Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, after 
referring to the disadvantages under which manufacturers in that 
district work in respect of wages, distance from seaboard, and, in 
the case of South Africa trade in particular, sea freight, gives 
some interesting statements as to the use of machine tools which 
tends so much to reduce the labour bill. He writes, ‘In order to 
be able to turn out gocds at such a rapid rate and in such large 
quantities only machine tools of the very latest patterns are used. 
Every improvement and every invention by which labour may be 
saved, or time economised so that the resulting cost of manufacture 
may be reduced, is at once taken advantage of. 

“In all the works I have seen in this country the one great 
object seemed to be to save unnecessary labour wherever possible, 
and to get through with the work as expeditiously as possible. 

*« In one large works which I had an opportunity of visiting I 
found one man in charge of ten automatic machines, all working 
at the same time. Some were lathes turning small pieces, others 
were putting the thread on nuts and bolts, and many others. In 
this one shop there were 50 machine tools working, and in charge 
of only five men. 

“ It is not an unusual thing to see one man in charge of three 
or four of the ordinary small lathes. They are placed in such a 
position as to make this possible. 

“ Drilling machines with batteries of four or six drills are not 
uncommon, also machines cutting key ways in eight small axles at 
one time. 

* Consequently, though wages are high, the actual cost per piece 
is very low on account of one man being able, thanks to these 
labour-saving machines, to turn out so much work. 

* In one works I visited I was assured that ordinary labourers 
were being employed in place of skilled mechanics to take charge 
of some of the lathes and drilling machines, so as to avoid paying 
the higher wages of the more skilled men. They found it to 
answer perfectly, because, owing to the perfection in the construc- 
tion of the machines, the work was almost automatic. The 
machines were made sufficiently strong so that an unskilled man 
might work them without fear of breakages, and the tools were 
sharpened ready for the man in charge. ‘This was only possible, 
of course, where the work to be done was not of a complicated 
nature. 

“ Asarule, the American manufacturers do not lay themselves 
out for making a large variety of articles. They prefer to confine 
themselves to a few specialities, and raake large quantities as 
perfectly as possible. 

“T had the opportunity of visiting one of the largest agricultural 
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machinery establishments where they employ, when in full work, 
about 9,000 hands. They confine themselves to making grass 
mowers, hay rakes, reapers, binders, and binder twine. Beyond 
making a few machine tools for theit own use and doing their 
own repairs, the whole staff is employed in making these few 
articles. They consequently turn out large numbers, and, needless 
to say, the quality of the construction is excellent. 

‘“* Labour-saving machines and appliances are to be seen every- 
where. In the forge, for instance, there was not a hand hammer 
to be seen. Nothing but tilt hammers worked from pulleys and 
a few steam hammers for the heavier pieces were used. The iron 
was heated in gas and oil furnaces. Electricity was used through- 
out, not only for lighting, but also for driving the machinery. 
Compressed air was also used as an accessory for working the 
cranes and hoists, and also for operating the pneumatic tools 
for chipping, caulking, &c. 

“In addition to the tools I have mentioned, there were many 
other instances where the appliances used for the saving of labour 
were striking. I noticed a machine for punching 60 holes in iron 
plates at one stroke, another for rivetting at one stroke 20 teeth 
on to the knife plates of grass mowers. Cart loads of timber were 
unloaded in a very few seconds by means of rollers placed length- 
wise on the carts, and the pieces of machinery were dipped into 
paint instead of using brushes. 

“To mention all the apparatus I saw would be useless, but 
perhaps what I have mentioned will give a fair idea of the many 
ways by which machinery is turned out quickly and cheaply from 
American workshops. 

“ At the works [ have seen, malleable iron castings play a very 
important part. They are largely used in place of forged iron. 

‘*Machine tools of British manufacture do not seem to be in 
favour in this country. ‘They are not considered suitable for the 
work to be done and are generally dearer than those of native 
make. There are consequently comparatively very few to be seen. 

“The designs of some of the American tools are certainly very 
ingenious, and the work they do is exceedingly accurate. They 
also appear to run at a greater speed than the English ones.” 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


VICTORIA. 


In continuation of notices which have appeared i in recent issues of 


Customs 
Decisions. 


the “ Board of Trade Journal,” 
a further list of Decisions affecting the applica- 
tion of the Customs Tariff of Victoria, which 


the following is 


has been issued by the Department of Trade and Customs of the 


Colony :— 
Tariff 
escription of Articles. No. Rate of Duty. 
Agricultural, horticultural, and viticultural imple- 
rollers 238 | 15 per cent. ad val. 
Antimacassars, and similar goods of. two. or more 153 | 10 per cent. ad val. 
materials sewn together, as fancy g: 
Appliances or instruments, surgical, viz.— : 
Drenching bits, for cattle... too 18 Free. 
Axles, being patent or known as patent 27 4s, per arm. 
Bicycles, Tricycles, and similar vehicles— 
Motors, as carriages not otherwise enumerated ... 100 | 25 per cent. ad ral. 
Cotter extractors (metal), used by the trade in the 387 Free. 
repair of bicycles, &c., as tools of trade. 
Bookbinders’ standing and nipping presses,as manu-| 286 | 30 per cent. ad ral. 
factures of metals not otherwise enumerated. 
(When made of wood, as woodenware not otherwise 588 | 25 percent. ad val. 
enumerated.) 
Bronzing liquid, “ Excelsior varnish,” as varnish ... 577 2s. per gall, 
Small hand button fasteners, metal, used by boot| 387 Free. 
and shoe manufacturers, as tools of trade. 
“Compo” boards, being timber incased ina compo-}| — 
sition of paper, used for building purposes, 
dutiable under heading “ Timber and Building 
Materials.” - 
Cork pullers, “Quick and Easy,” Walker's, as 295 | 25 per cent. ad val. 
machinery not otherwise enumerated. 
Crude wool grease _ Free. 
Dextrine, a mixture of glue and dextrine, as liquid 203 | 20 per cent. ad val. 
lue. 
I ng and similar goods of two or more materials 153 | 10 per cent. ad ral. 
sewn together, as fancy goods. 
Electric staples, as manufactures of metals not 286 | 30 per cent. ad val. 
otherwise enumerated. 
Gold size— 
Best gilders, “ W. Harland and Son,” not avarnish} — Free, 
Japan, “ Alex. Ferguson and Co., Ltd.,” as varnish 577 2s. per gall. 
Japan, “R. C. Jamieson and Co. ” as varnish 577 2s. per gall. 
Gut reviver, as varnish .. ie aki bie 577 2s. per gall. 
Knives— 
Bootmakers’ (metal), known as “ Clip Point Shoe,” 387 Free. 


and “ Clinching,” as tools of trade. 
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Description of Articles. _ Rate of Duty. 
Machines and parts of— 

— bordering, for printing bordering on enve- 348 Free. 

opes. 

Radiator butter maker and separator combined,| 350 Free. 

as a dairy separator. 
Medicines, &c.—- 
Salophin, when in 1-oz. bottles and over, not re- — Free. 
commended 
Minor articles for harness, saddles, and whips— 

Rope adjusters (for halters)... ave ose 399 Free. 
Old newspapers, as paper, other’ - 433 6s. per cwt. 
Petrol, similar to gasoline or petroleum ether _ Free. 
Soup— 

=e, not concentrated, as preserved meats and 282 * 2d. per Ib. 

sh, 
Trunks— 
Made of cane and canvas, to be charged same rate} 263 | 30 per cent. ad val. 


of duty as trunks made of leather. 


The following have been added to the Tariff:— 


Tariff 


Description of Articles. No Rate of Duty. 
Shafts and bars— 104 10d. per set. 
This includes one whiffle-tree when accompanying 
the shafts and bars, 
Poles—Carriage (including circle and double trees)... 103 4s. each, 


This includes two whiffle-trees when accompanying 
the poles, circles, and double trees. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 
A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of the ‘ Official 


Regulations for 


Transit and 
Re-export Trade. 


tectorates 


Gazette of the East Africa and Uganda Pro- 
for the 15th July last, containing 
the following Regulations, signed by H.M. 
Commissioner and Consul-General on the 11th 


July, 1900, relative to the transit and re-export trade of the East 


Africa Protectorate : 


(1) In these Regulations the person in charge of merchandise 
* declared for transit through the Protectorate, whether he be 
“ owner or agent, is referred to as the ‘Transit Agent.’ 

“(2) The transit agent shall pay import duty at the rates fixed 
“in the Tariff on the declared value of merchandise declared for 
“ transit through the Protectorate ; such duty shall be repayable 


“ as hereinafter provided. 


“ (3) Merchandise in transit shall be liable to warehouse rent, and 
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“ to all the usual landing charges according to the Tariffs for the 
“time being in force for imported merchandise, and also to a 
“charge of 4 annas per package to cover administrative expenses 
“in connection with the transit traffic. 

“(4) A manifest in duplicate, written in English, shall be 
“ presented at the place of entry into the Protectorate by the 
“transit agent. The manifest shall be signed by the transit 
‘* agent, and shall state the correct description of the merchandise, 
‘* its place of origin, its value at the place of entry, its weight or 
“* quantity, if in bulk, and the numbers and marks of the parcel, if 
** packed and the intended station of exit. 

(5) One of the duplicate manifests shall be retained by the 
“* Customs authority, the other shall be marked with visa by him 
“and returned to the transit agent. The manifest bearing the 
“‘ visa shall then be the transit certificate of the merchandise, and 
“shall be produced whenever required by any Officer of Customs 
“ or any District or Assistant District Officer of the Protectorate. 

“ (6) Each package of the merchandise in transit may be roped, 
“ wired, or otherwise securely fastened, and shall be stamped with 
“ the transit stamp, or sealed with the Customs seal, as the case 
“ may require. 

“ (7) The transit certificate shall be given up to the Customs 
“ authority at the station of exit and the Customs seals or stamps 
“ removed, and on the merchandise being identified and found 
“ intact, a note to that effect shall be endorsed on the transit 
“ certificate and signed by the Customs Officer in charge of the 
“ station. 

“ (8) Should the quantity of merchandise in transit be found 
“ at the station of exit to be less than that specified in the transit 
“ certificate, the Customs Officer in charge of the station shall 
“ endorse on the transit certificate a note of the amonnt of the 
** defic:ency, and unless the deficiency is accounted for by reasons 
“ for which the transit agent or person in charge of the merchan- 
“ dise is not responsible, treble the import duty shall be charged 
“on such deficiency at the appropriate rate. Such duty shall 
“be deducted from the amount to be refunded. 

(9) The import duty to be repaid, less the deductions, if any, 
“in respect of deficiency, may, at the option of the transit agent, 
“ be claimed either at the station of exit or at the place of entry. 
“In either case the Customs Officer shall make such payment, 
“taking in exchange the indorsed transit certificate and the 
“ Customs receipt, which shall forthwith be cancelled. 

“ (10) If no application is made for a return of duty within six 
“ months of the date of issue of the transit certificate, the mer- 
** chandise shall be considered to be imported, and treated as such. 

“ (11) In the event of merchandise on which duty has been 
“ paid being re-exported, the Customs authority shall, on produc- 


| 
q 
i 
| 
. 
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* tion of the Customs receipt for the duty, refund three-fourths of 
such duty. 

** But no application shall be entertained for repayment of duty 
“ under this Article after the expiration of twelve calendar months 
“* from the date of the repayment of such duty. 

“ In the event of merchandise being re-imported, the full duty 


“shall be payable thereon, in addition to the portion of duty 
“ already paid.” 


BARBADOS. 
A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of an Act 
I t Dut (assented to by the Governor of the Colony on 
— . on the 1st ult.), amending the Barbados Customs 
Opium, &c. Tariff Act, 1900, as follows :— 

“ The words, ‘opium, extract of opium, cannabis indica and its 
“extracts and preparations, including bhang, gange, charas, and 
** majoon, the lb., 15s.’ shall be inserted in Table A. of the Customs 
* Tariff Act, 1900, after the words ‘ oil meal, oil cake, the 100 Ibs. 
74d. ” 


FRANCE—CALGERIA). 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Sea-Octroi and  C°PY of the French “ Journal Officiel” of the 
on 28th ult., promulgating a Presidential Decree, 
Sencinnitiod dated the 21st August, 1900, which fixes the 

municipal sea-octroi duty leviable in Algeria 

on alcohols denaturalised with a view to their 

employment for industrial purposes at 60 centimes per hectolitre 

of pure alcohol. The application of this duty is subject to the 

conditions established for the special tax imposed on the same 
alcohols for the profit of the State. 

The special tax referred to is fixed at 2 frs. 40 cts. per hectolitre 
of pure alcohol under the provisions of a Decree dated the 7th 
August, 1900; and the same Decree provides that the sea-octroi 
duty on denaturalised alcohols shall not exceed one-fourth of the 
said tax. 

The above-mentioned Decrees, together with Decrees containing 
regulations for the placing of alcohols in bond with regard to the 
consumption and sea-octroi duties in Algeria, and regulations con- 
trolling the denaturalisation of alcohols and their employment for 
industrial purposes, may be consulted in the original at the Offices 
of the Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., on any day 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 
Foreign Office, to the effect that.the Russian 


pony Department of Customs has notified, in a 
Circular dated the I1st/14th ult., that card- 


board, in distinction from paper, is to be defined 
as consisting of sheets of paper pulp weighing more than 250 
grammes per square metre, and is to be dutiable on importation 
into Russia under points 2 and 4 of section 177 of the Tariff, 
at the rates of 90 copecks and 4 roubles 95 copecks per poud 
(5s. 11d. and 11. 12s. 6d. per ewt.) respectively. 


PORTUGAL—(PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA). 


The Portuguese ‘“ Diario do Governo” of the 22nd ult. contains a 
copy of a Decree, dated the 20th ult., which 


rs ay ya provides that the duty of 3 per cent. ad valorem 
Port of Bei on goods discharged in the port of Beira shall 


be abolished, and a duty of 150 reis per ton 
discharged substituted therefor. 


The Portuguese “ Diario do Governo” of the 26th July last, 
publishes regulations, dated the 19th July, 


controlling the storage of inflammable materials 

Materials in (including petroleum,  kerosine, paraffin, 

the sulphur, and any other dangerous goods) 

icine within the Territories of the Mozambique 
Company.* 

» The quantity of inflammable materials which 


may be stored is limited to 360 kilogs., gross weight, except when 
the materials are warehoused in isolated buildings. Individuals 
wishing to deposit larger quantities must obtain the authority of 
the Governor of the Territory and take out a license from the 
Commissary of Police, costing 27 milreis per annum. No in- 
flammable materials other than those belonging to the proprietor 
of a private warehouse for the storage of such goods may be stored 
in any such warehouse under penalty of a fine not exceeding 
20 milreis, and proprietors of private warehouses storing such 
materials belonging to other persons will be liable to the same 
fine. If such materials cannot be stored in isolated buildings, 
quantities in excess of 360 kilogs. are to be deposited in the 
general warehouse of the Mozambique Company, specially 
constructed for the purpose, the depositor paying the Company a 
tax of one real per kilog. (gross weight) per month, a fraction of a 
month being considered as one month. 

* According to a statement of the Mozambique Company, the territory which 
comes under their jurisdiction extends from the right bank of the Zambesi River'to 


the 22° parallel of South latitude, and thechief ports on the coast are Beira, Sofala, 
and Chilvane. 
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SPAIN. 
With reference to the notices which appeared at p. 679 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for the 28th June 
Marking of 


- last, and at pp. 249 and 250 of the “ Journal” 
a for the 2nd nt. relative to a Spanish Royal 
Gusta, Senee Decree of the 12th June last, which provided 
Seal. that certain goods of foreign manufacture 
imported into Spain should be stamped with 
the Custom House seal, the Board of Trade have further received, 
through the Foreign Office, a translation of a Decree explaining 
the method in which the seal referred to is to be imposed. 

The Decree provides that the articles in question (small articles 
of knitted material, such as ties, gloves, mittens, socks, drawers, 
&c.; ribbons and embroideries ; and laces, plain, embroidered or 
worked, of any class, when not more than five centimetres wide), 
when presented for payment of Customs duties, are to be marked, 
as the interested persons may desire, either on each piece, or by 
dozens, or on the packets or boxes, if the articles are presented 
in paper parcels or in boxes, the mark being applied in such a 
manner that it should be impossible to open the parcel without 
destroying the mark. 

It is further provided, in accordance with paragraph 3 of 
Article 251 of the Spanish Customs Regulations, that quantities of 
less than a dozen in the case of gloves, mittens, socks, &c., or of 
less than a dozen pieces in the case of ribbons, embroideries and 
laces, are not to be considered as commercial consignments, and 
consequently need not be stamped with the seal referred to above. 


GREECE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information, through the 

—_ Foreign Office, to the effect that, in consequence 

worn tong of the failure of this year’s currant crop in 

‘Gen, tame Greece, the percentage of currants for export 

ies which will be taken over by the Greek Govern- 

ment under the provisions of the “ Retention Law” has been 
reduced from 15 to 10 per cent. 


ITALY. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the classification 
Outen of various articles under the Customs Tariff of 


Italy, recently published by the Italian Ministry 
of Finance :— 


Decisions. 
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Description of Article and Tariff Tariff Rates of English 
Classification. Duty. Equivalents. 


Lire Cts. £8. d. 
Caseine, dutiable under No. 59 of the Tariff] 100 kilogs. 10 00 |Cwt. 0 4 0% 
as “ Chemical Products, unspecified.” 

Stannic chloride, dissolved in water and . 10 00 » O 4 OF 
sulphuric acid, dutiable as above. 

Handkerchiefs of cotton tissue, with orna- 
mentation applied by means of sewing, ~ 
dutiable under Nos. 115-119 of the Tariff as 
“Tissues of cotton, plain or printed, &c., 
sewn as bandkerchiefs.” . 

Tron receptacles containing carbonic acid gas. 
It has been decided— 

(1) That the carbonic acid is dutiable on 
the gross weight, including the weight 
of the receptacle. 

(2) That the receptacle may be admitted, 
on application by the importer, under 
temporary admission conditions. If 
such application is not made, the duty 
properly payable on the receptacle 
will be levied. AL 

Paper, calendered on one side only and oiled. * 12 50 y. @ ea 
dutiable under No. 191 a 1 of the Tariff, as 
“ Paper white or dyed in the pulp, not ruled, 
of all kinds.” 

Iron safes, furnished in the interior, over the i. 80 00 » 1733 6 
lock, with a piece of burnished steel on which 
are cut various ornamentations, dutiable 
under No. 223 of the Tariff as “ Articles of 
iron and steel, burnished.” 

Bicycle-horns, dutiable under No. 352 a of the a 0 00] , 1322 6 
Tariff as “Small wares, common, except 
toys.” 

* Dubonnet,” dutiable under No. 70 120 00 
of the Tariff as “ Compound medicines, not « 
specified, containing alcohol.” 

[A surtax will also be levied on the alcohol 
therein contained, 16°02 litres being taken as 
equal to 1 quintal, net weight. | 
Railway-wheels of the “Phenix” type, ~ 10 50 » O 4 3} 

dutiable under No. 218 of the Tariff as “ Iron 

of second manufacture, manufactured from 
heavy pieces of iron.” 

i Shawls of wool, trimmed with woollen fringes 
dutiable under Nos. 147 and 150 of the Tarifi 
as “ Small wares (passaman?) of wool, sewn. 


in shawls.” 

Linen velvets, assimilated to “ Tissues of jute, > 100 00 np ee. S 
velveted,” dutiable under No. 93 b of the 
Tariff. 

Varnishes with a basis of amylie alcohol, 20 00 2 


dutiable under No. 81 } 2 of the Tariff as 
Non-alecholic varnishes, unspecified.” 


H 
| 


cr 
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The Italian “ Bolletino di Notizie Commerciali,” No. 27 of 1900, 

dated August, contains a copy of a Royal Decree, 

published in the Official Gazette” of the 27th 

foemn Besa July, reducing the duty on raw coffee, imported 

into Italy from Brazil, from 150 to 130 lire per 

quintal. The Decree was to come into effect on the day after its 
publication in the “ Official Gazette.” 


UNITED STATES. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application of 
Outen the Customs Tariff of the United States, which 
Sesion have been issued by the Treasury Department 
. at Washington for the guidance of United States 

Customs Officers :— 

Union table damask.—Union table damask, composed of cotton 
and linen, cotton being the component articla of chief value, is 
dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valcrem under paragraph 
322 of the Tariff. 

Carboleum.—Carboleum, contained in metal capsules, and known 
as “sparklets,” is dutiable as an acid not specially provided for, 
under paragraph | of the Tariff, at the rate of 35 per cent. 
ad valorem. The steel coverings for the same, being usual and 
necessary coverings, are not separately dutiable. 

Prepared or preserved meat (jerked beef ).—Jerked beef, prepared 
by being cut into strips, salted, and dried in the sun sufficiently to 
prevent putrefaction, is considered as prepared or preserved within 
the meaning of the provision in paragraph 275 of the Tariff for 
“Meats of all kinds, prepared and is therefore 
dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Non-aleoholic medicinal preparations (salol and chloral hydrate).— 
The medicinal preparations salol and chloral hydrate, in the pre- 
paration of which alcohol may be, and sometimes, but not 
necessarily is, used, are dutiable under paragraph 68 of the Tariff, 
as ‘‘ Medicinal preparations in the preparation of which alcohol is 
not used,” and not under paragraph 67, as ‘‘ Medicinal preparations 
* * * in the preparation of which alcohol is used.” The articles 
in question are therefore subject to duty at the rate of 25 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Flexible tubing.-—So-called iron and copper flerivle tubing, being 
of composition metal and asbestos, is dutiable under paragraph 
193 of the Tariff, at the rate of 45 per cent. ad wvlorem, as a manu- 
facture of metal not otherwise provided for, and is not dutiable 
under paragraphs 152 or 176 as tubing or pipes of iron and copper. 
To fall within paragraphs 152 and 176, tubing and pipe must be 
either iron, steel, or copper; when made from any other material 
they are excluded. 
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Crude articles used in dyeing (zine dust or indigo auxiliary).—An 
article may be crude for the purposes of classification under the 
Tariff Laws, by reason of the use to which it is to be applied, 
where it is crude in the sense that it is unrefined, although it may 
be the result of some manufacture. It has been decided accord- 
ingly, that zinc dust, commonly known as indigo auxiliary, an 
article crude in the sense that it is unrefined, although it may be 
the result of some process of manufacture, unintentional or other- 
wise, and which is chiefly used in dyeing, is free of duty under 
paragraph 482 of the Tariff Act of 1897, as an article “ina crude 
state, used in dyeing * * * not specially provided for,” and 
is not dutiable either as a manufacture of metal, not specially pro- 
vided for, or as zinc in blocks or pigs. 

Inzards.—Dried lizards, used by the Chinese as a tonic, are 
dutiable as a medicinal preparation under paragraph 68 of the 


‘Tariff, and not as an unenumerated unmanufactured article. 


The merchandise referred to in this Decision consisted of lizards, 
which had been cut open, and stretched on bamboo sticks and 
dried. They were returned by the local appraiser as a medicinal 
preparation not otherwise provided for, and duty was assessed on 
them at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem under the provisions 
of paragraph 68 of the Tariff. 

The importers claimed that the said merchandise was not a 
prepared medicine, but a dried lizard, liable to duty at the rate of 
10 per cent. ad valorem under the provisions of section 6 of the 
Tariff as an unenumerated unmanufactured article. They based 
their claim on Treasury Decision No. 10,270, and contended that 
the merchandise was subject to the same ruling. In the case 
passed upon in the Decision referred to the goods were frogs 
intended for food consumption, and there was no contention that 
they were for any other purpose, and the sole question was whether 
they were dutiable as prepared meats or dead frogs. In this case, 
the statement of the importers, made at the time of the hearing of 
the protest, showed that the lizards were to be used only as a 
medicine, the manner of their use being to boil them in water, 
very much after the manner of preparing herbs and similar articles. 


The resultant concoction is used as a drink to impart vigour and 


strength to the taker; the dried lizards serving no other purpose. 

These articles formed the subject of a Treasury Decision in 1894, 
and were held at that time to be properly chargeable with duty as 
a medicinal preparation ; and in accordance with that Decision, the 
merchandise now in question has also been declared to be dutiable 
as a medicinal preparation as assessed by the Collector of Customs 
wh the port of importation. 
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URUGUAY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a copy 
— on of a despatch from H.M. Consul at Montevideo 
ond Bacies Duties forwarding an extract from the “ Montevideo 
* Times” containing a general summary of the 
new taxes which have recently been passed by the Uruguayan 
Chambers and promulgated by the Government. The following is 
the summary in question :— 
From the promulgation of this Law the articles mentioned below 
- shall pay the internal taxes stated :— 
Imported sugars in general ... sa . per kilog. 1 cent 
(A discount of 4 per cent. is allowed on 
raw sugar intended for refining, for loss in 
the operation.) 
Imported common wines of an alcoholic 
strength of over 16° centesimal—for each 
half degree of excess, or fraction thereof, 


up to 18° inclusive ... perlitre 4 cent 
per deg. 

Ditto, ditto, above 18° centesimal ... . and 1 cent 
per litre 


Common wines with over 50 per cent. of dry 
extract, including the reducing sugar—for 
each five grammes, or fraction thereof ... per litre 1 cent 
(The alcoholic tolerance for native wines 
is limited to 13° centesimal, and all excess 
of alcohol shall pay the tax of 20 cents per 
litre or fraction thereof, established by this 
Law for native alcohol.) 
Spirits (aquardientes) manufactured in the 
country, irrespective of strength ... wes a 20 cents 
(This tax is to apply to all quantities 
issued by the factories as well as to their 
existing stocks.) 


Foreign spirits th $0°044 
Foreign liqueurs, bitters, &., vermouth,) perlitre, or 
cognac, and other alcoholic drinks, speci- Ly town 2 
fied in Art. 2 of the Law of 31st August, ( contilitres | cents 
1891 .) to 1 litre 


(Spirits obtained from the distillation of 
the products or residuum of grapes and 
intended exclusively for heading wines, 
shall be free of tax, except when offered 
for sale. In both cases this spirit must be 
rectified and conform to the legal condi- 
tions as regards purity.) 
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The specific duty on foreign spirits, the alco- 
holic strength of which does not exceed 
53° centesimal, is fixed at.. per litre, $0136 

‘ The specific duty on foreign liqueurs, bitters, 

‘  &c., vermouth, cognac, and other alcoholic | perlitre, or 

drinks (specified in Art. 2 of the Law of| Per bottle 31 
- 8lst August, 1891), when the alcoholic of from 614 cents 

strength does not exceed 53° centesimal, | to 1 litre 

is fixed at ... 


L 
d 
Ditto, ditto, in bottles of greater or less size, = Ea | $0-006 


. or of greater alcoholic strength ... ) thereof, & 
per litre 


(A special Law will regulate the de- 
naturalisation of spirits intended for 
domestic or industrial purposes.) 
The undermentioned’ articles imported into Uruguay from 
abroad are to pay the specific rates of duty stated :— 
Bottled wines in general, in bottles of from 


51 centilitres to 1 litre... . per bottle, 23 cents 
Ditto, ditto, in bottles of from 20 to 50 

centilitres ‘ $0°115 
Ditto, ditto, in bottles containing under 20 

centilitres 6 cents 


(Larger bottles in 1 proportion. s 
Wines—Port, Sherry, Madeira, Burgundy, 
Rhine, in casks or demijohns ae . per litre, 23 cents 
Wines— Marsala, Moscato, Moscatel, Garnacha, 
Nebiolo, Barolo, Moselle, Sauterne, and 
other white or sweet wines, in casks or 


demijohns ... 12 cents 
Wines—Carlon, Priorato, Dry, Bordeaux, 

- and other common classes, in casks or 

demijohns ... 6 cents 
Alcoholised or concentrated must - $1 
Fluid extract or alcoholic concentrations and 

the powders for the preparation (? falsifi- 

cation) of wines and other drinks... ... per kilog., $1 
Solid or syrupy glucose of fecula or grape ... ie 5 cents 
Commercial glycerine > Je , » 20 cents 


Henceforth no distilleries may be installed of less productive 
capacity than 1,000 litres daily of alcohol, calculated in 100° 
centesimal ; nor may apparatus for the distilling and rectifying of 
alcohols be imported, constructed, or installed of less capacity than 
that stated, except according to the conditions determined by the 
Executive in regulating this Law. 

All alcohol containing over 2/100 of impurity shall be declared 
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unfit for food and excluded from consumption. Imported alcohols 
and spirits shall be analysed by the Custom House Laboratory, 
and those of home manufacture by the Municipal Analytical Office, 
for which purpose all importers or manufacturers must register 
their trade marks. Any infraction of this will be penalised by 
confiscation of the impure article and the penalties of Art. 167 
et seq. of the Penal Code. 

The Decrees of 12th Sept., 1885, and 26th Feb., 1885, respecting 
quality of wines, remain in full force. 

Montevideo is declared the sole port for the introduction of 
foreign wines, spirits and other alcoholic drinks, but the executive 
is empowered to open other ports. 

Payment of the internal taxes on the imported articles shall be 
made in the Custom House or branches on the clearance of the 
goods; and of the taxes on home manufactured articles in the 
office of Direct Taxes or branches. The former shall report 
fortnightly to the latter on the sums thus received, in detail. 

Home-made alcohol sent out for exportation shall be entitled to 
return of the tax under due guarantee. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


The “ Madras Mail” publishes the following particulars relating to 
the new bridge of the East Coast Railway over 
ae the Godavery, which were supplied “ed the 

Consulting Engineer for Railways to the Madras 

Government. The Godavery bridge at Rajahmundry is 9,000 feet 
long, and consists of 56 spans of 150 feet and one of 40 feet. Its 
well foundations vary in depth from 50 to 100 feet below low 
water level, while the rail level is 50 feet above that level. From 
the date of the laying of the first well curb until the first train runs 
over the bridge, the time occupied will have been just 33 months. 
The time occupied in the erection of 54 of the 150 foot girders was 
just eight months. Goods trains were to be passed over the bridge 
about the end of last month, and passenger trains perhaps two or 
three weeks later. The completion of this important piece of 
engineering will permit of the time occupied by the journey between 
Madras and Calcutta being curtailed by the couple of hours now 
occupied in the tiresome ferry crossing. But not only this, for 
when it is no longer necessary, as at present, to cross the river by 
daylight, it will be possible to introduce wholesale improvements 
in the Madras-Calcutta time-table. The bridge will have cost 
about Rs. 500 per lineal foot, or about Rs. 4°4 per square foot of 
over-all side area, “ keel to truck.” 


BELGIUM. 


The Secretary of H.M. Legation at Brussels reports to the Foreign 
Port Works at Office, that in the Budget of éxtraordinary expen- 
- pan cosas diture for 1899, 3,000,000 fr. were voted for port 
— works at Antwerp, so that with the 17,000,000 fr. 
now voted, a total sum of 20,000,000 fr. or 800,000/. has been 
allotted for carrying out improvements. The fact that Antwerp 
has been steadily falling behind Rotterdam and Hamburg in the 
race for commercial maritime supremacy has attracted increasin 
attention in Belgium, and it is hoped that the vote of 20,000,000 fr., 
to enable the authorities to carry out improvements in the 
port and afford increased accommodation for the loading and 
discharge of cargo, may assist Antwerp to recover some of the 
trade which it is believed has been diverted to Hamburg and 
Rotterdam owing to the greater length of quay-wall in those ports 
at which vessels can immediately come alongside. 
The following table shows the amount of cargo discharged at 


the three ports in 1880 and in 1897, and the amount of quay 


space available in 1898 at which vessels can immediately come 
alongside :— 


| 
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Cargo Delivered. Length 
of 
Quay 
1880. 1897, Walls, 
Tons. Tons. Kiloms, 
Antwerp 2,504,725 4,694,170 35 
Rotterdam... ...| 2,260,000 8,484,789 25°3 
Hamburg 2,496,950 8,066,661 16°5 


There was, therefore, an increase of 13,983,945 tons in the cargo 
delivered at the three ports in 1897 as compared with 1880, and of 
this increase Antwerp took only 16 per cent., whilst Hamburg and 
Rotterdam took 40 and 44 per cent. respectively. 

With regard to the length of quay walls in the different ports, 
there are at Antwerp quay walls inside docks to the extent of 10 
or 11 kiloms., but these do not offer the same facilities as quay 
walls alongside which vessels can moor without delay and even if 
these 10 or 11 kiloms. are added to the quay space directly avail- 
able at Antwerp, the total length is still inferior to that either at 
Rotterdam or Hamburg. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,515.) 


GERMANY. 


With reference to previous notices in the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
aie , regarding the German subsidised steamers to 
‘African the Foreign Office have received, 
= through H.M. Embassy at Berlin, copy of a 
précis by the Commercial Attaché at Berlin, of the explanatory 
statement annexed to the Bill providing for the extension of such 
lines to South Africa. The memorandum states that it is not 
intended to enter into direct competition with the fast steamers of 
the Castle and Union lines, but the intention is to place the German 
ships on a par with the so-called “ Intermediate boats” which, on 
the West Coast of Africa, travel at about 11 knots and reach the 
Cape in 22 days. A fortnightly service right round Africa will be 
established, starting alternately to the east, through the Suez Canal, 
and to the west by the Canary Islands. The ports called at will 
be as follows:— 

On the eastern voyage: Hamburg, Bremerhaven, Antwerp, 
Lisbon, Naples, Port Said, Suez, Aden, Tanga, Zanzibar, Dar-es- 
Salaam, Mozambique, Beira, Delagoa Bay, Durban, East London, 
Port Elizabeth, Cape Town, Las Palmas, Lisbon, Bremerhaven, and 
Hamburg. 

On the western voyage: Hamburg, Bremerhaven, Amsterdam, 
Lisbon, Las Palmas, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, East London, 
Durban, Delagoa Bay, Beira, Mozambique, Dar-es-Salaam, Zanzibar, 


B2 
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Tanga, Aden, Suez, Port Said, Naples, Lisbon, Rotterdam, Bremer- 
haven, and Hamburg. 

It has been decided not to call at Swakopmund, in the German 
South West African Protectorate, as it would be deviating from 
the direct route. On the round voyages between Europe and the 
Cape, the contract rate of speed is to be 12 knots, both for ships 
already afloat, and for the new vessels still to be built for the 
African services, when on the West Coast of Africa, The speed 
on the East Coast will be the same between Naples and Dar-es- 
Salaam, whereas, on other stretches, it is only to be 10} knots, as 
at present. A branch line, with regular fortnightly connections, 
is to be established between the ports on the East Coast of Africa 
and Hamburg, vid the Suez Canal as far as Beira. For the 
carrying out of the above services, in the proposed extended form, 
the East African line 1s to receive an Imperial subsidy of 67,5001. 
per year, or 22,5001. more than it now has under the existing con- 
tract ; the duration of the new agreement is to be for 15 years. 
The financial position of the East Africa line, in spite of the 
subsidy of 45,0001. a year, was by no means satisfactory in the 
first years of its services to the East Coast of Africa. The capital, 
originally, was 300,0001.; there were large deficits for several 
years, and in 1894 the capital was reduced to 250,000/., 50,0001. 
being written off as lost capital. In 1895 there was no deficit ; 
in 1895 and 1896, 6 per cent. was paid; and in 1897 and 1898, 
3 per cent. was received by the shareholders. 

The future traffic requirements will be: the two large steamers 
now ready, five new large steamers still to be built at a cost of 
125,0001. each, and four medium sized intermediate vessels costing 
each 65,0001. 

It is proposed that the new contract should come into force on 
Ist April, 1901. (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 536.) 


FRANCE-—ALGIERS. 


The Board of Trade have received a despatch dated 18th inst., from 
H.M. Consul-General at Algiers, stating that 


a the following changes have taken place since 
chee te ‘ the promulgation of the law of 24th July, 1900, 


in the harbour dues payable at Phillippeville :— 
1. The quay due of 36 centimes per registered ton is abolished. 
2. A quay due of 1 franc is payable for every passenger em- 
barking or disembarking for or from France or any foreign port. 
This due is reduced to 25 centimes for or from Algerian ports. 
3. A quay due of 50 centimes is payable on every ton of 
merchandise discharged, and 25 centimes on every ton loaded. 
The duty of 50 centimes is reduced to 25 centimes when the 
merchandise comes from an Algerian port. 
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Coal and patent fuel will pay only 25 centimes per ton, no 
matter where they come from. 

For animals embarked or discharged, viz., horses, cattle, asses 
and pigs, they will be considered as 1 ton per head. Sheep and 
goats will be counted as 5 to a ton. 

All fractions of a ton pay as for 1 ton. 

Exemptions are : goods unloaded at Phillippeville and re-shipped, 
as also fuel and ship’s stores are exempted from the due payable 
on loading. Materials used as ballast are exempt from all dues. 

The quay due of 15 centimes per ton for circulation on the quay 
railway as now paid is maintained. 

The above dues are to be paid to the Chamber of Commerce at 
Phillippeville for 75 years from the date of the passing of the law, 
in order to meet the expenses incurred in the improvements in the 
harbour. 

The “Journal Officiel” of 9th August containing the Law 
of 24th July referred to above may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 10.0 a.m. and 5.0 p.m. 


FRENCH EAST AFRICA. 


According to the “‘ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” for the 
, 26th August, the report of the managing board 

of the Imperial Ethiopian Railway Company 
” Diibouti. to contains some interesting particulars as to the 


Addis-Abeba. - progress of work on the Company’s line, It_ 


appears that the surveying party who were 
working in the Harrar region have finished their labours, and have 
proposed several improvements in the route previously sketched 
out. The site of the Addis-Harrar station has been fixed on a 
healthy and fertile tableland easily accessible from Harrar; from 
this point the line to Addis-Abeba will start. As regards work on 
the line, the road-bed had been completed as far as kilometre 57 
at the end of last year, and the earthworks were almost finished as 
far as kilometre 80, and from thence to kilometre 103 the road was 
ready for the rails to be placed. Rails had, however, not at that 
time been laid beyond kilometre 52, as the Holl-Holl viaduct, 
the most important piece of engineering work on the line, is still 
in course of construction. Minor engineering works include a 
bridge across the Indy ravine, consisting of three arches of 
masonry. 
The Djibouti station which is the most important on the line 
and includes dwellings for the staff, offices, workshops, &c., was 
almost finished at the end of 199. 


: 
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The material for the permanent way sent out during 1899 
includes 2,458 tons of rails, with fish plates and bolts, which with 
the quantities already sent will suffice for about 175 kilometres of 
road. In addition 36,800 metallic sleepers and accessories were 
forwarded which with the stock already at Djibouti represent 
about 105 kilometres of road. Further supplies of materials are 
being exported. 

Up to the present the rolling-stock consists of four engines 
already sent out, a fifth being ready in the workshops and another 
forming one of the exhibits at the Paris Exhibition. They are 
constructed to use either coal or mazout* for heating. Of 61 
carriages, waggons and trucks of different kinds ordered from the 
Société Décauville, 16 were sent out during the year 1899, 33 were 
completed and ready for shipment at the end of December last, and 
12 were being put together. 

The report adds that the work of construction has now been com- 
pleted as far as the 115th kilometre, and is being carried on as far 
as the 140th kilometre. During the month of July, 1900, a section 
of the line 108 kilometres long was opened to traffic; this section 
was more than one-third of the whole length of the line and com- 
prises the most difficult part of the construction. The great plain 
will soon be reached, and then the line, which will run almost 
in an exactly straight line, will be very easy to make. 


* Petroleum liquid fuel, known also as residuum or astatki. 


s 
| 
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MINING, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
BRITISH GUIANA. 


The American Consul at Demerara reports that for many years it 
has been known that diamonds exist in British 

Diamond Mining. Guiana. In 1890, 749 stones weighing in the 
aggregate 514°53 grains were discovered. 

The Colonial Commissioner of Mines, in his official report in 1893, 
alluded to the finding of diamonds in the different gold placers, and 
expressed a belief that dry mines would ultimately be found. Up 
to that time, the largest stone found weighed 8 grains. 

Last March, 282 stones were found 250 miles up the Mazaruni 
River. They were sent to London, where they were examined, and 
the lot valued at 21. 9s. per carat. 

On the 6th July last, 400 small stones were brought down from 
the same locality. ‘They were washed out by nine men in eighteen 


days by very crude methods. The stones are octahedra, varying | 


in weight from a decimal of a grain to a carat and a half in the 
crude state. 

London dealers consider the stones superior to South African 
diamonds, and value them 25 to 50 per cent. higher than those 
found in that region, and they pronounced them equal in quality 
to Brazilian stones. 

The distance from Bartica, at the confluence of the Essequibo 
and the Mazaruni rivers, to the locality is 250 miles. The diggings 
are about 5 miles from the river, over a narrow trail through a 
tropical jungle. Provisions and material are packed on men’s 
backs to the vicinity. 

It requires eight days to make the journey up. The return 
voyage, which is both exciting and dangerous, is accomplished in 
two days and a half, 

A concession of 2,000 acres of land in the locality has been 
granted to Messrs. Conrad and Gilkes, of Demerara, for the purpose 
of mining precious stones. Other local firms have recently con- 
tributed money to send an experienced diamond miner with twelve 
men to the district, who will endeavour to locate the matrix from 
which it is thought the stones already discovered came. 


ITALY. 


The British Acting Consul at Palermo has forwarded to the 
Foreign Office statements showing the amount 


of sulphur exported from Sicilian ports during 
‘sicily om the first six months of 1900 as compared witha 


similar period of 1899. The above statement 
may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50 Parliament-street, any day between the hours of 
10.0 a.m, and 5.9 p.m. 


| 
| 
| 
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Mining, Metals, and Machinery. 


H.M. Consul at Rome reports that the existence of the “Societa 

a delle Ferriere Italiane” dates from 1881, and 

Wiliiliectes it now owns three Jarge foundries situated at 

: Terni (near Rome), Torre Annunziata and San 

Giovanni, as well as a fairly remunerative mine at Castelnuovo, 
which, in 1899, yielded 40,5231. 

The gradual development of this company and others of the 
same description which are being constituted here and there in 
Italy, will affect a certain class of British imports into this 
country, chiefly iron and steel articles. 

The balance-sheet of the company, whose paid up capital was 
recently raised from 220,0001. to 360,000/., speaks very favourably 
of the present condition of the iron and steel trades in Italy. The 
year’s profits were set down at 50,2761. Dividend: 9s. 8d. per 
share. In December, 1899, the shares were quoted at 188 lire 50 c. 
(about 71.). (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,519.) 


FRENCH GUIANA. 


According to a note in the “ Dépéche Coloniale ” of the 30th ult., 

Production of the amount of the gold output in French Guiana 

Gold in 1900 for the first six months of 1900 was 1,118 kilogs. 
(about 29,500 ozs.) 


ROUMANIA. 


According to the “ Revue d’Orient” of 20th ult., a Bucharest 

journal recently contained an article on the 
Salt Production. production of salt in Roumania. According to 

the figures published therein, the salt mines of 
the Kingdom furnished from 1862 to 1899 a total of 2,765,842 tons 
of salt, which produced a sum of 201,861,183 francs (8,074,4471.). 
The quantity of salt consumed in the country was 1,856,803 tons, 
and the quantity exported reached 909,039 tons. The production 
is constantly increasing ; in 1898-99 it was 101,193 tons, whilst 
in 1862 it was only 47,354 tons. The quantity exported main- 
tained a very satisfactory levol, as can be seen from the following 
table, which also shows the countries of destination :— 


Years. Bulgaria. Servia. Russia. Total. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

1889-90 ... ae ee 15,575 8,950 1,980 26,505 
1890-91 ... rere pe 11,073 21,120 1,920 34,113 
1891-92 ... ie pie 12,530 24,988 2,050 39,568 
1892-93 ... ae a 9,162 16,457 1,370 26,989 
1893-94 ... on =e 14,800 20,991 1,610 37,401 
1894-95 ... 11,175 20,793 1,540 33,508 
1895-96 ... _ wal 10,584 18,357 1,990 30,931 
1896-97 ... ate we 15,640 21,148 1,810 38,593 
1897-98 ... 17,940 17,255 1,650° 36,845 
1898-99 ... ae ove] 17,723 16,438 1,700 35,861 
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UNITED STATES. 


The graphite production in 1899 was limited to the same five 
, States from which the product in 1898 was 
spr esr of obtained — Alabama, Michigan, New York, 
; Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island. The product 
sold consisted of 2,900,782 pounds of refined crystalline graphite, 
and 4,648,000 pounds of amorphous graphite, having an aggre- 
gate value of 160,106 dols. The “Iron Age” of the 16th ult. 
states that the amount of refined graphite produced in the United 
States in 1899 was not quite 25 per cent. more than that of 1898. 
The amount of amorphous material produced was nearly three 
times that: of the preceding year. The total value was more than 
double that of 1898 and more than 55,000 dols., or 50 per cent. 
more, than the highest value previously recorded, that of 1891. 
The total value of the graphite product of the United States 
during the past five years was as follows: —1895, 52,582 dols. ; 
1896, 48,460 dols.; 1897, 65,730 dols.; 1898, 75,200 dols. ; 1899, 
167,106 dols. 

In spite of the rapidly increasing output of the domestic 
product, up to the present time the imports of graphite into the 
United States still far exceed the home production. The imports 
of 1899 were valued at 1,990,649 dols., being more than the value 
of the previous five years combined. ‘The principal portion of the 
graphite imported into the United States is from the Island of 
Ceylon, where the production in 1899 was the largest ever known. 
The imports for the past five years were as follows :—1895, 
260,090 dols.; 1896, 437,159 dols.; 1897, 270,952 dols.; 1898, 
743,820 dols.; 1899, 1,990,649 dols. The value of the graphite 
imported into the United States in 1899 was twelve times the 
value of the domestic product, notwithstanding the increased pro- 
duction in the United States. In 1898 the value of the imports 
was ten times that of the domestic product, and in 1897 it was 
only a little more than four times as much. 

An interesting feature of the production of graphite has been 
the rapid increase in the output of Canada, which, while yet 
insignificant compared with the world’s production, is important 
because of the growth in the industry shown by the returns of 
recent years. The latest reports show an annual production valued 
at about 16,000 dols. 

Note :—Dol. = 4s, 2d. 


q 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The American Consul at Reichenberg reports that the cotton- 
textile business in Austria having been very 


prosperous in 1899, many noteworthy en- 
Ind. largements of existing factories and building of 
wny. new ones are just completed, under way, or pro- 


. jected. Some 8,000 cotton looms will be added this year to the 


number in operation. The product of the spinning factories is 
also being increased to meet the augmented demand from the 
weaving machines. In Bohemia alone, the number of spindles 
will be increased by 150,000, which will produce per annum 
about 400,000/. worth of cotton yarn. As Austria has been im- 
porting cotton yarn to nearly that value, there is evidently 
occupation for the new spindles, even should the expectations of 
increased weaving be disappointed. It is probable, however, that 
the existing uncertain state of the cotton market, had it appeared 
sooner, would have checked these improvements ; but they have 
now gone too far to annul the plans therefor. 

There is also considerable activity in woollen and linen circles 
in the direction of extensions and new factories, but this activity 
is not so marked as in the case of cottons. In both the woollen and 
linen industries, business has been unusually large during the past 
eighteen months, though profits have relatively declined ; but to 
hold the trade it is found necessary to increase facilities for pro- 
duction, hence the activity here noted, which is specially marked 
in Northern Bohemia. 


UNITED STATES. 


The ,* Moniteur des Soies” of 25th ult., states that at present the 
Development of silk industry of the United States gives em- 
the Silk Ind ployment to 1,426,245 spindles, and to 48,246 
many weaving looms. In 1890 the number of spindles 
was 718,360, and of looms 20,822. The report adds that of all 
the textile industries, silk has shown the greatest industrial de- 
velopment during the last ten years. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended Ist September, were as 


follow :— 
Barley ... we 258, 2d. 
Ce 


For further particulars see P. 601. 


A statement is published on p. 602, showing the quantities of 

;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
por es st imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Froduce. week ended the Ist inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding weeks of 1899. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to the annual report of the Collector of Customs, 

Seiten at Calcutta, there was generally speaking a falling 

tetion Oilseeds off of 7°5 per cent. in the exports of oilseeds in 

* 1899-1900, but the figure is still the highest of 

the last decade except in 1891-92 and 1898-99, and equal to that 
of 1893-94. 

Linseed, which forms the great bulk of the oilseed export trade 
of Bengal, shows a decline of 4°1 per cent., but shipments were 
higher than in any year of the decade, except 1891-92 and 
1898-99. France took 74°6 per cent. more, and Egypt, which had 
taken none for four years, took 332,349 cwt., but all other countries 
took less, the United Kingdom showing a fall of 20:2 per cent., 
Germany of 10-4, and the United States of 42:2, while Holland took 
none at all. The shipments to Egypt were evidently fictitious, 
being no doubt intended for Europe. The great bulk of the 
exports went, as usual of late years, to England and Germany. 
The decline in exports generally is due to there having been a 
much better crop in Argentina, and it would, no doubt, have been 
greater but for a very deficient crop in South Russia, which was 
the case also in the preceding year. The crop in Bengal was 
14 per cent. better than in 1898, but in the North-Western 
Provinces there was a deficiency of 111 per cent., the net falling 
off for both provinces being nearly 5,000 tons. 

In the exports of rape seed also there was a large falling off of 
3°97 per cent. Belgium, as usual, took more than any other 
country, but shows a decline of 52°5 per cent. Shipments to 
France exhibit a shrinkage of 92°2 per cent. Other countries 
took more than in the preceding year, the United Kingdom 


| 
i 
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showing an advance of 115 per cent. The general falling away 
in shipments is attributable to the demand for rape oil during the 
year having been exceedingly slack. 

Poppy seed exports increased during the year by 5°3 per cent., 
and are above those of any year in the last decade. Belgium and 
France, as usual, took most. The United Kingdom, which took 
none in 1897-98 and only 500 cwt. in 1898-99, took 4,995 cwt., 
or nine times as much in the year under review. Other countries 
show an advance of 13 per cent. 

Oilseed exports have fluctuated greatly in the past and show an 
increase of 131-8 per cent. during 1899-1900, but the total is 
almost insignificant as compared with most years. France, which 
used to take by far the largest quantity, has taken none for the 
past two years. 


The production of turpentine in India is likely before long, says 
tien at the a Pioneer Mail” of 10th ult., to become an 
~nat important industry. The Punjab Government 
wengen have recently sanctioned the establishment of a 
factory for the distillation of the crude resin, the experiments 
conducted in the Dehra-Doon Laboratory and in Kangra having 
convinced the Forest Department that production on a very 
considerable scale is possible. In the Kangra Valley forests alone, 
last season, some 1,200 maunds of resin were collected. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The following table showing the acreage and actual yield of corn 
crops, grasses, &c., for the years 1897-98 to 
Agriculture in 13991900 is taken from the “New Zealand 


Government Gazette” of 5th July last :— 
1897-93. 1898-99, | 1899-1900. 
Produc- Produc- Produc- 
tion. ! tion. Acreage. tion. 
Acres. Bushels. Acres. Bushels. Acres. Bushels. 
Wheat 815,801 | 5,670,017 399,034 |13,673,416 269,749 | 8,581,898 
Oats «..| 354,819 | 9,738 391 417,320 16,511,388 398,243 |16,325,832 
Barley ...| 29,920 | 709.874 45.671 | 1,677,908 48.003 | 1,585,145 
Rye il 1,915 39,202 2,946 65,999 2,081 52,214 
Maize eae 14,837 653,914 18,539 813,379 17,429 669,896 
Peas peu 6,752 122,447 6,334 178,420 7,086 241,090 
Beans ...| 2,994] 58,162 2,624 | 96,574 3.094 | 115,488 
Ryegrass ... 35,167 | 749,603 66,295 | 1,657,482 39,543 | 993,184 
Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
Cocksfoot...| 58,640 | 8,873,723 46,275 | 6,943,039 54,718 | 9,026,906 
Tons. Tons. Tone. 
Potatues ... 36,402 180,333 38,604 298,561 36,984 222,124 


i 
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ITALY. 


The “ Monde Economique” of the 25th August states that accord- 

ing to information published by the Italian 

Olive Crop. Ministry of Agriculture, the olive harvest in 

1899-1900 was a very poor one throughout the 

whole of Italy. The total production is estimated at 920,000 

hectolitres* or 1,600,000 less than in 1898-1899, the yield of that 

season being considered as normal. The flowering of the olive 

tree was retarded in several regions, and the olive trees in Italy 

were all attacked by the masco olearin. The harvest in the last four 
seasons was as follows :— 


Hectolitres. 
1897-8 om 1,800,000 
1899-1900 ... 920,000 


* Hectolitre = 22 Imperial gallons, 


ie 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 30th August was 
Cotton Statistics. 14,990, and the number imported during the 
; 35 weeks ended the 30th August was 1,968,732. 
As regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 30th 
August, 6,618 bales, and for the 35 weeks, 243,262. 
For further details see p. 600. 


TASMANIA. 


The following table showing the value of imports and exports, also 
Trade, first Six the duties collected at the several ports and 
Months of 1900 sub-ports of Tasmania during the six months 

— * ended 30th June, 1900, as compared with the 
corresponding period of last year, is taken from the official ‘‘ Hobart 

Gazette ” of 17th July last :— 


Six Months ended 30th June. 
1899. 1900. 
£ 
Customs Duties 205,440 228,775 
ZANZIBAR. 


The Acting British Consul at Zanzibar reports that, although the 
G sidiiaas value of imports into that Protectorate from 
British T os the United Kingdom shows a most satisfactory 

- increase in the year 1899, it has been obvious, 
for several years past, that German trade in connection with the 
place is steadily increasing at the expense of the British manufac- 
turer. A reference to the Consular report for the year 1898 * and 
to those for previous years, together with an analysis of the tables 
attached to them, will supply ample information on that point. 

One reason for this appears to lie in the fact that Zanibar is 

essentially a cheap market, and consequently the skill of the 

German manufacturer in making goods which are not only cheap 

but pleasing to the eye, is rewarded by a good demand for these 

articles, at any rate where Swahili and Indian buyers are con- 
cerned. There is one matter, however, which has probably as 
much to do with the success of Germany, namely, the enormous 
advantages obtained through the fortnightly service to and from 
Hamburg, conducted by means of the ships of the German East 
Africa line. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,520.) 
* Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,351. 
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The same report states that a depression of trade was experienced 
‘ in Zanzibar last year. German firms, owing to 
— of the decline of veld, would only give two 
months’ credit for fresh contracts, as compared 
with three, six, or even twelve months’ credit in 1898, except in 
cases where they were so far involved with the Indian dealers that 
they could not afford to stop delivery of goods or refuse to accept 
contracts. Towards the end of 1899, probably owing to the war 
in South Africa, prices of all raw materials rose to such an extent 
that most of the new indents for them which had been sent home 
were referred back to Zanzibar for increase in the limits of the 
prices mentioned for their purchase. The indentors then tried 
other European merchants, only to find, on receipt of a reply, that 
prices had still further advanced. As business had been none 
too brisk at the time, they temporarily stopped buying, as they 
had fairly heavy stocks to work off, but the time must come when 
they will require to kuy. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,520.) 


RUSSIA. ~ 


The following statement, showing the quantities of some of the 

principal articles exported from Russia across 

Trade in 1900. the European frontier and Black Sea frontier of 

the Caucasus District during the first four 

months of the current -year is extracted from the ‘“‘ Commercial 

and Industrial Gazette” of St. Petersburg, for the 13th (26th) 

August, in continuation of the statistics published on p. 333 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal,” for 9th August :— 


| First Four Months of 
1899, | 1900. 
10,198,000 16,668,000 
Barley ‘on ove ” 21,418,000 6,824,000 
Oats 5,033,000 23,535,000 
326,799,000 | 292,880,000 
Linseed ove Pouds 2,432,000 1,919,000 
Petroleum for lighting purposes ... «6 45 19,068,000 19,914,000 
for lubricating purposes— 
Unrefined eee 366,000 367,000 


Poud = 36 lbs, avoirdupois. 
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The “Handels-Museum” of the 30th ult. announces that the 
c , Imperial Council has given its assent to a 
Sisiediaee’ proposal to reduce the taxes levied on com- 
Li mercial travellers in Russia from the Ist (14th) 

January next year. The cost of the trading 
license to be taken out in respect of firms employing commercial 

' travellers will from that date be 150 roubles only instead of 500 

roubles as previously (see “ Board of Trade Journal,” April, 1899, 

pp. 388-89 ; May, 1899, p. 512; June, 1899, pp. 644-45; July, 

1899, pp. 4-5; December, 1899, p. 652, &c.). In addition to this 

crown tax, a provincial or municipal trading license tax of 45 

roubles, and local dues varying according to locality are collected. 

Each commercial traveller will also have to pay as previously a 

personal tax of 50 roubles, and provincial and town dues of 10 

roubles. 


NORWAY. 


A despatch dated 25th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office 
Shipbuilding in from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
uilding stating that according to information supplied 
by the Norwegian “ Veritas,” 47 ships were in 
process of construction in this country on the Ist July last, of 
which three were sailing vessels, with an approximate aggregate 
tonnage of 510 tons nett, and 44 steamships with a total of 
37,920 tons gross. Of these last, seven (with 4,220 tons) were of 
wood, the remainder being steel. 

The largest of the sailing vessels was of 260 tons burden, and 
was being constructed to the order of Mr. Aanansen, buildin 
master of Arendal, whilst the largest steamship (1,420 tons) for 
Messrs. Pedersen & Company, Borven, was being built at Nylands 
works. There was also under construction at Stavanger foundry 
and dock on the same date a steamship of 250 tons, and 15 other 
steamships (with an aggregate tonnage of 16,335 tons) were keing 
built for Bergen firms. 


Norway. 


BELGIUM. 


The Secretary to H.M. Legation at Brussels states in a recent 
report that Belgium holds the seventh place 
Trade (Special). among the countries of the world, arranged ~ 
according to the total value of their “ special 
commerce ” in 1898, but if these countries are arranged according 
to the value of such commerce per head of the inhabitants, 
Belgium occupies the first place in the world. 


: 
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Value of “Special Commerce” per head. 


Country. Value. 

Francs, 
Belgium vas ove ove 574 
United Kingdom ..., ose ose 480 
Russia oss ose ose ese 40 


The value of imports from the United Kingdom into Belgium— 
special commerce—in 1899 was 312,000,000 fr. (12,480,000/.). 

Note.—‘ Special” imports are imports of merchandise for 
home consumption. ‘ Special” exports are exports of domestic 
produce and manufacture. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,515.) 


NETHERLANDS. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office from 

a H.M. Embassy at the Hague, copy of the text of 

nce : ase a Bill introduced in the Second Chamber by the 

man © age Netherlands Minister of Finance for amending 

Duties. the Import Duties. This Bill, which proposes 

an increase of the “normal” rate of duty from 5 to 6 per cent. ad 

valorem, is to be submitted to the States General when they meet 
on the 18th inst. 


GERMANY. 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Dantzig 
. states that an increase in the number of repre- 
sentatives of British firms visiting the Consular 
Dantaig ‘district was noticed in the year 1899, and 
, those spoken to appeared to be satisfied with 
the progress they made. Even London tailors go to Dantzig now 
in search of custom, and American coal is offered for sale at that 
port by a traveller who has come over for the purpose. Several 
firms in different parts of the United Kingdom having written 
inquiring as to the best way of extending their business to this 
Consular district, the Consul mentions again that it is almost 
useless sending travellers who cannot speak German. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,516.) 
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In the same report the Consul states that the fabrication of 

: wood-pulp at Konigsberg has considerably im- 

in 1899, but prices did not leave much profit 
owing to the high prices for raw timber. 

Some new manufactories have been established at Memel, 
especially to be mentioned is one for the making of cellulose. 
The chemical works produced superphosphate and other artificial 
manure of different kinds to the same amount as last year, and 
yielded good profit. The three establishments for iron foundry, 
engineering, and shipbuilding, built seven screw steamers, ships’ 
screws, machines, agricultural machines, and other implements. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,516.) 


Progress. 


PORTUGAL—MADEIRA. 


H.M. Consul at Madeira in his recent report writes as follows :— 

idpetesen *., In my last report I drew attention to the fact 

British Ships that goods were handled with greater care on 

‘ German than on British vessels, and that this, 

no doubt, was an important factor in the rapid increase of the 

German carrying trade. I regret to state that during the past 

year I have received further complaints on this subject from local 

merchants, who often bitterly complain of the condition of their 

goods on arrival in British ships, owing to breakage, &c.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,517.) 


TURKEY. 
With the view of assuring the development of Turkish commercial 
Pro relations with other countries, the Imperial 
Government proposes, says the “ Journal des 
Tarifs et Traités de Commerce” of 23rd ult., to 
Commerce. 


establish a Chamber of Commerce at the various 
capitals of foreign countries. The Government, before finally 
deciding the matter, has asked the advice of its representatives 
abroad. 


ITALY. 
The British Vice-Consul at Civita-Vecchia reports that the two 
cement factories existing in that town produce 
Cement Factories. jointly about 90 tons of cement daily. This 
cement always finds a ready market owing to 
its very good quality. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,519.) 
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Miscellaneous. 


CHILE. 


With reference to . notice on PP. 279-80 of the “Journal ” for 

, nd August last, the Board of Trade have now 

the Chilean Legation in London 

Ercihition a copy of the programme of the International 

Hygienic Exhibition which is to be held at 

Santiago on the 25th December, together with forms of applica- 
tion for admission. 

In a note appended to the programme it is stated as follows :— 
“The Executive Committee are trying to obtain from the steam- 
ship companies a reduction in the freights for all articles that may 
be sent to the exhibition. The Kosmos Steamship Company, the 
boats of which touch at London, has already granted a reduction 
of 33 per cent. on their regular freights. ‘The Pacific Steam 
Navigation Company, from Liverpool, has also granted a similar 
reduction of 25 per cent. All articles coming from abroad will 
not pay any duties. Such articles will be introduced as if 
‘despatched from bonded warehouses,’ thus allowing them to 
remain in the country for six months. The manufacturers who 
may place their articles will only pay duties on such articles as they 
may have sold. 

“Tt is probable that a good many of the articles exhibited may 
‘be bought by the Institute of Hygiene to form the basis for a 
Museum now in the course of formation. Funds will be appropri- 
ated for that purpose. 

‘“‘TIt is recommended to the exhibitors to advise the sending of 
their articles not only to their agents or representatives, but also 
to the General Secretary’s Office, for this step will facilitate their 
delivery at the Custom House.” 

The programme of the exhibition and the form of application 
for admission may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament-street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 


Trad copy of a despatch, dated 20th July last, from 
First Six Months H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Santiago, enclosing a 
asl of o— statement of the amounts collected by way of 


import and export duties at the various ports 
of the Republic of Chile during the first six months of the 
present year. 

During this period the import and export duties combined 
indicate an increase in the general volume of trade of 3,379,978 
pesos or dollars, or, say, 253,498/., as compared with the first half 
of last year. 

The increase is entirely in the imports, the exports showing a 
decrease of 524,954 pesos, or, say, 39,3711. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES, 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 35 Weeks ended 30th August, 1900. 


Week ended 35 Weeks ended 
ae 30th August, 30th August, 
1900. 1900. 
IMPORTS, 
(Bales.) 
No. No, 
American on 10,860 1,520,184 
Brazilian 105,869 
East Indian ae 1,375 40,760 
Egyptian 1,285 259,527 
Miscellaneous eee 1,470 42,392 
Total 14,990 1,968,732 
Exports. 
(Bales.) 
No. No, 
American... a 3,465 152,323 
Brazilian ... ae i 100 10,304 
East Indian “a 1,905 19,999 
Egyptian ... 801 53,235 
Miscellaneous ase “ 347 7,401 
Total 6,618 243,262 


| 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
lst September, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat 30,398 6 28 «8 
Barley eee eee eee eee eee 1,978 2 25 2 
Oats eee eee eee eee eee ee 9,606 6 18 1 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Corre- 
nding 
eek in 


Wheat, Barley. Oats, Wheat, | Barley. | Oats, 


Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.| Qrs, Bus.| 8. d, a. 
1896 —.....| 64,187 5 | 14,815 11,240 6 23 1 21 11 13 11 
1897 +-| 66,457 3 2,205 8,388 0 || 33 7 25 11 17 0 
1898 es| 28,281 5 | 1,982 4,719 4 

1899 e.| 47,572 3 6,709 


| 
| 98 1 | 27 8 | 1812 
15,958 7 35 | 210 | 1467 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 


Produce imported into the United 


Kingdom in the week ended 


1st September, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
‘ 1st Sept., ing week 
1900. in 1899. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... oe Number 9,551 9,541 
Sheep and lambs... 3,108 7.934 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef Cwts, 79,538 92,075 
Cwts, 112,073 104,142 
Hams ove 43,716 46,598 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... : 9,549 6,265 
Meat,preserved,otherwise than bysalting ‘ 14,829 9,668 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter ooo ose ose oe Cwts. 65,208 66,551 
78,094 66.637 
Milk, at 20,329 17,185 
other than condensed milk... 172 82 
Kees Grt. Hunds, 862,904 327.063 
Poultry and game ... ue 7,25 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Cwts. 9,909 18,141 
Wheat-meal and flour eco 208,000 349,500 
Oats 387,800 304,800 
20,600 40,200 
Maize or Indian corn 1,015,500 1,140,900 
Fruit, raw Entered by the B 
Apples... ase bushel prior to 15,58 49,566 
Apricots and peaches* ... ose 1900. 41 _— 
Bananas* Bunches, 32.228 

Bushels. 
Currants* 63 

Tapes ooo 31,285 144,946 
Lemons . \ 7,097 22,557 
1900 1,297 1,187 
= ooo 47,834 21,718 

itraw es eee eee 
Unenumerated ... 47.983 112,242 
ov ove ose Tons, 2,890 
OPS ... Cwts. 708 179 
“Vegetables, raw :— 

Onions ose Bushels. 218,441 161,809 
‘oma' eve eve ove 5,260 
Unenumerated 3. Value £ 10,984 38.744 
* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 


t Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 
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Emigration.—August, 1900. 


‘ 


Return of the Numbers, Nationalities, and Destinations of the 
Passengers that left the United Kingdom for Places out of 
Europe during the Month ended 31st August, 1900, and the 
Eight Months ended 31st August, 1900, compared with the 


corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


4 Total 
United | British N.| Austral-| of Gooa | All corre 
.| Austral- | o 
Nationalities. | | pe and Total. sponding 
1899. 


Month ended 31st August, 1900, 


English .. «| 7,301 | 2,897 | 1,129 | 1,849 | 716 | 13,392 | 22,070 
Scotch .. ..| 3,219 283 | 148 293 91 | 4,034 | 2600 
Trish me wee | 8.955 189 88 49 59 | 4,840 | 4,279 


Total of British 
origin...  ...| 14,475 | 38,369 | 1,365 | 1,691 866 | 21,766 | 18,889 


Foreigners... ... | 11,871 | 2,906 38 583 | 219 | 15,617 | 10,455 


Nationalities not 
distinguished ...| 216 26 on — | 27 479 | 474 


Total... ee | 26,562 6,301 | 1,403 2,274 1,322 37,862 | 29,818 


Total for corre- 
sponding 20,727 5,131 954 1,801 | 1,205 | 29,818 
month, 1899 
4 Eight months ended 31st August, 1900, 


English ... ....| 30,627 | 11,648 | 5,853 | 8661 | 4,556 | 61,853 | 56,644 
Scotch .. «| 7,560 | 1,181 | s74 | 2401 | 958 | 12,974 | 20,287 


Irish 1 677 829 686 417 | 33,213 | 30,216 
Total of British 
origin... ... | 68,791 | 13,506 | 7,561 | 11,751 | 5,931 | 107,540 | 97,247 
Foreigners... ... | 56,953 | 25,210 595 2,668 | 1,186 | 86,612 | 57,678 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 361 85 oa — | 1,880 2,826 | 2,309 
Total ... eo | 126,105 | 38,801 | 8,156 14,419 | 8,997 | 196,478 [157,128 
Total for corre- 
sponding 102,597 | 25,309 | 6,547 | 13,890 | 8,785 | 157,128 
months, 1899 
Norr.—The above figures Lay Poy made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 
I.—_IMPORTS. 
Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 

Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Imports. 
Countries, Year 
ending. 1898. | 1899, | 1900. 
Germany (6 Months) ... | June ......| Marks 2,493,923,000 | 2,728,377,000 | 2,707,115,000 
Belgium* (7 Months) ... | July ......! Francs 1,130,256,000 | 1,256,450,000 | 1,237,216,000 
France (7 Months) ...... July ...... Francs 2,765,920,000 | 2,682,302,000 | 2,€56,413,000 
Spain* (6 Months) ...... Jure ...... Pesetas 233,012,000 | 441,139,000 | 423,663,000 
Portugal (2 Months) ... | February | Milrcis 6,483,000 6,720,000 7,974,000 
Italy (6 Months) ...... | June ......| Lire 741,495,000 | 749,288,000 | 787,088,000 
(6 June ......| Kronen 871,533,000 §25,333,000 855,326,000 
onths) 3 
(3 Months) March ...| L. E. 2,474,000 2,582,000 3,033,000 
Ecypt4 (4 Months) April ......| L. 8,275,000 3,801,000 3,960,000 
€YP*s (5 Months) ... | May ...... L.E. 4,179,000 4,250,000 5,067,000 
(6 Months) ... | June ...... L. E. 4,956,000 4,998,000 6,0%4,000 
(1897-8.) | 1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
United States (12 Mths.) | June ......| Dollars 616,050,000 | 697,148,000 | 849,715,000 
(1897-8.) (1848-9) 1899-1900.) 
Mexicot ( 11 Months)... | May ......| Dollars 39,87,000 45,322,000 65,508,000 
British India (2 Months) | May ......| Rupees 10,27,18,966 | 19,32,62,382 | _11,65,17,200 
1897-8.) (1898 9.) | (1899-1900.) 
Canada (12 Months) ... | June ......| Dollars 125,141,597 | 147,343,422 | 172,653,388 
In Pounps STERLING. 
x 4 
Germany (6 Months) ... | June ...... 124,696,000 136,169,000 135,356,000 
Igium* (7 Months) ... | July ...... 45,210,000 50,258,000 49,489,000 
France (7 Months)....... $C 110,637,000 107,292,000 106,256,000 
Spain* (6 Months) ...... | June ...... 11,720,900 17,646,000 16,947,000 
Portugal (2 Months) ... | February. 1,447,000 1,512,000 1,794,000 
Italy (6 Months) ...... | 29,660,000 29,972,000 31,484,000 
Austria-Hungary June ...... 86,314,000 34,389,000 35,638,000 
(6 Months) 
(3 Months) March ... 2,538,000 2.650,000 8,112,000 
Fevptd (4 Months) 3,360,000 3,387,000 4,068,000 
SYP¢4 (5 Months) ... 4,288,000 4,361,000 5,192,000 
(6 Months) ... 5,085,000 5,128,000 6,242,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
United States (12 Mths.) 128,343,0.0 145,239,000 177,024,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9) | (1899-1900.) 
Mexicot (11 Months)... | May ...... 7,977,000 9,064,000 11,102,000 
Ra. Ra, Re. 
British India (2 Months) | May ...... 10,271,897 12,326,238 11,651,720 
£ (1897-8.) £ (1898-9) |£ (1899-1900) 
Canada (12 Months) ... | June ...... 26,071,000 30,696,000 35,969,000 
United Kingdom (7 Ms.) | July ...... 271,881,000 276,639,000 | 295,899,000 


* Value of Principal Articles Imported only. 
+ The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the dollar has been converted into 
English currency at the rate of 4s. ‘The figures for Mexico include Bullion and Specie. 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions—continued. 


II.— EXPORTS. 
Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 

(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of | Exports. 
Countries. Year 
ending 1898, | 1899. | ~—:1900, 

Germany (6 Months) ... | June ......| Marks 1,789,617,000 | 2,019,148,000 | 2,180,413.000 
Belgium* (7 Months)... | July ......) Francs 949,471,000 | 1,033,583,000 | 1,005,817,000 
France (7 Months)... | July ...... Francs 1,952,662,000 | 2,327,665,000 | 2,319,135,000- 
Spain* (6 Months) ... | June ......| Pes:tas 402,625,000 354,889,000 $19,112,000 
Portugal (2 Months) ... | February.) Milreis 4,201,000 4,446,000 4,658,000 
Italy (6 Months) ...|June......| Lire 573,797,000 | 679,038,000 | 670,931,000 
eee June ...... Kronen 736,500,000 880,948,009 896 622,000 
3 Months ...|March ...|Z.E. 8,706,000 3.974.000 6,173,000 
Exyot | April L. E. 4,674,000 5,022,000 7.253 000 
| May 5,548,000 6,156,000 8,231,00" 
6 | June ......| 6,381,000 7,058,000 8,978,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
United States (12 Mths.) | June ......) Dollars 1,210,292,000 | 1,203,931,000 | 1,370.476.000 
(1897-8) (1898-9. ) (1899-1900.) 
Mexicot (11 Months)... | May ...| Dollars 116,060,000 126,248,000 134,589,000 
British India (2 Months) | May ......| Rupees 19,88,55,295 | 17,95,15,012 | 16,653.83 773 
1897-8. (1898-9.) (1899-1900.) 
Canada (12 Months) ... | June ...... Dollars 139,402,279 | 182,675,691 | 152,818,917 


In Pounps Sreruinec. 


Germany (6 Months) ... | June ...... 89,481,000 100,%57,000 106,521,000 

Belgium* (7 Months)... | July ...... 37,979,000 41,343,000 40,234,000 

France (7 Months) .... | July ...... 78,105,000 93,106,000 92,777,000 

Spain* (6 Months)... | June ...... 16,105,000 14,196,900 13,965,000 

Portugal (2 Months) ... | February. 945,000 1,000,000 1,048,000. 

Italy (6 Months) _... | June...... 22,952,000 27,162,000 | 26,837,009 

June ...... 380,687,000 36,706,000 87,359,000 
6 

3 Months cece | March .. 3,802,000 4,077,000 6,333,000 

» April. 4,796,000 5,152,000 7,442,000 

5,687,000 6,316,000 8,445,000 

(1897-8.) (1898-9,) | (1899-1909.) 

United States (12 Mths.) | June ...... 252,144,000 250,819,000 | | 285,516,000 

(1897-8.) (1898-9,) | (1899-1900.) 

Mexicot (11 Months) ...| May .. 11,606,000 12,625,000 13,459,000 

British India (2 Months) | May ... 19,885,530 17,951,501 16,668,377 

£ (1897-8.) £ (1898-9.) |£ (1899-1900.) 

Canada (12 Months) ... | June .. 29,042,000 27,641,000 31,837,000 

United Kingdom** July ...... 132,598,000 149,718,000 | 168,928,000 
(7 Months) 


* Value of Articles Exported only. 


+ The values of t 


English currency at the rate of 2s. 


e exports are stated in silver and the dollar has been converted into 


The figures for Mexico include Bullion and Specie. 


** Exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of July, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number for the 15th ult. contains 
special articles on the State of the Labour Market in July: 
Proceedings under the Workmen’s Compensation Act and the 
Employers’ Liability Act in 1899: Profit Sharing in 1899-1900: 
Spring and Summer Hirings in Scotland: Report of the Chief 
Inspector of Factories 1899: Extension of ‘ Factory” Provisions 
to “ Power Using” Workshops in Germany, &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Accounts relating to the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions. No. VII. 75-vi. Price 34d. 

This is the seventh number of the monthly accounts relating to 
the trade of some of the principal Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, which are issued periodically by the Board of Trade. 
The present number contains detailed statements relating to 
Germany, Holland, Belgium, France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Austria-Hungary, Egypt, the United States, British India, and 
Canada, the statements for each country dealing with the latest 
period for which returns have been received at the Board of ‘Trade 
at the date of preparation. 
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Government Publicutions. 


Finance Accounts of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland for the Financial Year ended 31st March, 1900. 241. 
Price 54d. | 

These Accounts, which are issued annually, show the receipts into, 
and issues out of the Exchequer during the financial year, together 
with the balances in the Exchequer at the commencement and close 
of the year. The volume also includes statements as to the 
National Debt, and a list of all outstanding loans guaranteed by 
the British Government, showing the amount of each loan, rate of 
interest, &c. 


Forty-fourth Report of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Customs 
(for the year ended 31st March, 1900). [Cd.319.] Price 24d. 

This Report shows that the gross Imperial Customs Revenue 
collected in the year 1899-1900 amounted to 23,384,229/., or, after 
deduction of drawbacks and repayments, to 23,043,472/. This 
amount was 1,485,245/, in excess of the produce of 1898-9 and 
1,273,472/. more than the budget estimate for the year. The 
Customs revenue has thus brought in 5°85 per cent. more than it 
was expected to produce, and 6°89 per cent. more than it produced 
in 1898-9. 

Cocoa, cocoa husks, chocolate, and cocoa butter contributed in 
duties 198,9971., coffee 191,509/., dried fruit 424,210/. spirits 
4,898,9301., tea 4,628,946/., tobacco and snuff 10,885,922/., and 
wine 1,729,5401. 


Post Office Mail Contract (South and Central America). 353. 
Price 3d. 


This is a copy of a contract entered into between the Post- 
master-General on the lst June, 1900, and the Pacific Steam 
Navigation Company for the conveyance of Her Majesty’s mails 
from Liverpool to Callao and the Falkland Islands, and from 
Panama to Valparaiso and Ocos, and between all ports touched at 
by the mail ships of the Company. Under this contract, which is 
to last for ten years from the 14th June, 1900, the Company will 
receive an annual subsidy of 82,500/. in return for the performance 
of the mail services mentioned. 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
' Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. | Place. Price. 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplementary) | 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies oo | 1d, 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) oo | 25d, 
2374 Denmark, (1896-7 to 1900-1) ... eve 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 ... ove ooo 1d. 
2376 Naples tis99) one ace | 2d, 
2377 | Hangchow (1898) we | 1d, 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) 8d. 
2379 | Hiogo and Osaka (1898) 
2380 Venice (1898-99) ove eve 2d. 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. ove 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) ove | 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899)... ove = 14d. 
2384 Somali Coast .. 2hd. 
2387 Havre (1899) ove 2d. 
2388 Ciudad Bolivar ove 4d. 
2389 Para (1898-99) on | 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) ... oe | 84d. 
2391 Texas (1899) . 
2392 Curagoa and Dependencies (1899) ose 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... 
2394 Charlestown and District (1899) ove ose ooo]. 
2395 | Coquimbo (1898) vi pa, 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) ove 13d. 
2397 | Japan (1899) .. we | 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) 1d, 
2400 Germany (1899 ooo 24d. 
2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast (1890) 24d. 
2402 Bohemia (1899) 1}d. 
2403 Pomerania (1899) = ove ove eee 3d. 
2404 Aleppo (1899)... ove ove 13d. 
2405 Palestine (1899) ase ove St ld. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) ose 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (1899) ... | 
2408 Patras and District (1899) 1d. 
2409 Calais (1899) ... 2d. 
2412 Brest (1899) ... oye 1d, 
2413 Lombardy (1899) ove ld. 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) eee 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899) ... ove 3d. 
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Government Publications. 
FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Continued. 

No. | Place. | Price. 
2417 Leghorn and Ancona (1899) ose 2d. 
2418 Corsica (1899) ons 1d. 
2419 Samoa (1899)... eee 1d, 

2420 Malaga (1899) ase 3d. 
2421 Ningpo (1899) ooo ooo ooo ooo 1d. 
2422 Rosario (1899) ooo ove tee ove td, 

2424 Batoum (1899) ooo | 

2425 Poland (1899) | 24d. 
2427 Beira (1899) ... ase 
2428 Bussorah (1899) ove eee 1d. 
2429 Ichang (1899)... eos oes id. 
2433 Philadelphia (1899)... oo} 24. 
2434 Foochow (1891) 1d. 
2435 Nice and District (1899). ose ses 
2437 | Pakhoi (1899) ve 
2438 Genoa (1899) eee eee ose 2d. 
2439 Amsterdam (1899) eee 1d. 
2440 Pondicberry (1899) ... eee ove 1d. 
2441 Beirut (1899) eee oes 1}d. 
2442 Persian Gulf (1899)... oe | 
2444 Yokohama (1899) waa 
2445 Bilbao (1899) wee | 
2447 Taganrog (1899) oe ove 2d. 
2449 Hangchow (1899) ste 1}d. 
2450 Baden (1899) .. 1d. 
2451 Canary Islands (1899) .. és on 1d. 
2452 Java (1899)... eee see eee 13d. 
2453 Tripoli (1899) one 4d, 
2454 Porto Alegre (1899)... la, 
2455 Denmark (1899) ose ose 9d. 
2456 Bengazi (1899) eee oe 1d. 
2457 Wuhu (1899) ... 1d, 
2458 | Elba (1899) ... 1d. 
2460 Barcelona (1899) 24d. 
2461 Goa (1899). eee hd. 
2462 Smyrna (1899) 6d, 
2463 Honduras (1899) ose 1d. 
2464 Sonora (1899) lid. 
2465 Porto Rico (1899) 
2466 Caracas (1899) 1}d, 
2467 Samshui (1899) seo ove ove 1d. 
2468 Salonica (1899) ove 2 
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2473 | Cuba (1899) ... 2d. 
2474 Sardinia (1899) ose oss 1d. 
2475 Rio de Janeiro (1899) ... 3d. 
2478 Chefoo (1899) bes | 
2479 Argentine Republic (1899) ld. 
2480 Buenos Ayres (1899)... ove ave 2d. 
2481 Chile (1899) . one cos eve oo 3d. 
2482 Greece (Finances i in 1900) ose eee ooo | 
2483 Austria-Hungary (1899) 2d. 
2484 Frankfort-on-Main (1899) 3d. 
2485 French Indo-China hd. 
2487 Tientsin (1899) -| 8d. 
2489 Bavaria (1899) -| 13d, 
2490 Gothenburg (1899) ove -| 23d. 
2491 Brunei and Sarawak (1899) 1d. 
2492 Hawaiian Islands (1899) 1d. 
2493 Bulgaria (1899) | 44d, 
2496 Lecce (1899) . 
2497 Central Africa Protectorate (1899) oe | 
2498 Society Islands (1899)... 4 4d. 
2499 Newchwang (1899) __.... 1d. 
2500 Kiukiang (1899) = as 
2502 Amoy (1899) . 1d. 
2503 Hakodate (1899) 1d. 
2504 Switzerland (Textiles i in 1898) 24d. 
2505 | Riga (1899)... 
2506 San Francisco (1899) ... 2hd. 
2507 Northerr. Portugal (1899) oe 14d. 
2508 | Inhambani (1899)... 43d, 
2509 Port Said and Suez (1899) ld. 
2510 Portland (Oregon) (1899) 3a 
2514 Dutch and French Guiana (1899) xs ° aes 1d. 
2515 | Belgium (1899) wwe 2d. 
2516 Dantzig, Konigsberg and Memel 899) 
2517 Madeira (1899) 4d. 
2518 Chiengmai (1899) ld. 
2519 Rome (1899) ... one 14d. 
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Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
519 Belgiwm.—F¥ lax Industry of Courtrai_... 4d, 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies oes eee 5d. 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ...| 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... ove 4d. 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 44, 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 1d. 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 

of “Iron and Ironware,” and “Implements, Machines,” 

&c., from 1897 to 1899 3d. 
526 United States. —Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American 

Lakes ee 2d, 
527 Tripoli. —Agriculture, Horticulture, and other Natural Re- 

sources of Tripoli... 2d. 
528 Germeny.—Report on the German Colonies for the year 

ending June 30, 1899 3d. 
529 Russia.— Report on the Waterway between the Baltic and 

Black Sea ... 
530 Brazil.—Report on the State of ‘Amazonas. 24d. 
531 Austria-Hungary.—Report on State encouragement to In- 

dustry i in Hungary 
532 United States.—Mining Industry of Colorado one 
533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway ... 342. 
534 Belgium.—Report on the present state of the Belgian Coal, 

Metal, and Glass Industries... td. 
535 Germany.—Report on German Kast Africa, 1892 to 1899 3d. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin ... 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates... 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg ee the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks eee 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse Convention 
of 3lst May, 1865... ees 

International Sanitary Convention eve vee ove 


|_| 

1 

$d. 
ia. 

8 

4 

5 
id. 

6 3d. 
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Convention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 
Criminals ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration 

Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 
lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 
countries... 

Accession of the Republic of Uruguay “to the Convention 
signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 
field 

International Convention respecting the Liquor traffic in 
Africa 

Treaty of Friendship, “Commerce and Navigation between 
the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Uruguay .... 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam relative 
to the Registration of British Subjects in Siam . 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America relative to the disposal of real and per- 
sonal property 

Convention between the United ‘Kingdom, and France for the 
establishment of a parcel post service between France and: 
the British Colonies of and the Straits 
Settlements.. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 


Jamaica 


Lagos 

Seychelles... 

Christmas and Gocos-Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements oe 

Basutoland ... 

Niger Coast Protectorate 

British Guiana me 

Falkland Islands 

British New Guinea... 

Bermuda 


No. | Price. 4 
7 
Ad. 
8 
d. 
9 
ld. 
10 
d. 
11 
12 
1d. 
13 
ld. 
14 
lid. 
15 id. 
16 A 
4d, 
| 
hd, 
18 
1d. 
No. | Place. | Price, 
286 eee eee 14d. 
289 244 
290 eee eee eee 
292 eee eee eee 3d, 


; 
4 
| 


